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State announces LaTrac upgrades, launches grants database and stimulus tracking websites
 
BATON ROUGE – Commissioner of Administration Angele Davis today announced the implementation of several upgrades to LaTrac, the state's Transparency and Accountability Portal and Online State Spending Database, as well as the launch of two new websites, one that offers citizens a searchable state grants database, and another that provides a way to track federal stimulus dollars provided to Louisiana.
“An informed citizenry is both the driving force behind and the intended beneficiary of more accountable government,” Davis said.  “That’s why, through technology, this administration is continually improving and introducing new tools to help Louisiana citizens become better informed about the use of taxpayer dollars.”
First launched in November of last year to provide citizens easily accessible and updated information on state government expenditures, LaTrac was established by Governor Bobby Jindal in an executive order (BJ 2008-2) on his first full day in office, and authorized by legislation (Act 20) during the 2008 special legislative session on ethics reform.  All expenditure information on the site is updated monthly.
As part of a continuing effort to enhance LaTrac and to provide greater transparency of all state expenditures, the site, with a new web address of http://www.latrac.la.gov/, has been upgraded to include a new “vendor search” tool.

In addition, expenditures for all higher education institutions, as well as for the Department of Transportation and Development, have been added to LaTrac.  Since these organizations have their own financial systems, a series of interfaces were constructed to allow the agencies to transfer their expenditure data to LaTrac.  With these upgrades, Louisiana becomes one of only two states along with Oklahoma to provide detailed expenditure information on higher education.

Commissioner Davis also announced the launch of a new website that will become part of the LaTrac portal: LA eGrants, the Louisiana Electronic Grants Research Engine.  Located on the web at www.laegrants.la.gov, this one-stop grants portal site allows citizens, non-profits, businesses, and faith-based organizations to identify grant opportunities offered by the state, as well as federal grants administered by state government.

“LA eGrants is designed to make it easier for groups seeking assistance to find all resources available to them through the state,” said Davis.  “The portal is also an important part of our continuing fiscal reform efforts, increasing transparency and raising awareness about competitive and formula-based grant opportunities to reduce duplicative spending and the need for line-item appropriations.”

After registering with LA eGrants, users will be able to search from over 147 grants.  Users can search by granting agency, grant category (e.g. education, economic development, etc), and eligibility (e.g. businesses, individuals, local governments) as well as search by keyword.  Once a grant has been selected, users can view a brief description as well as contact information and website where they can get additional information.  LA eGrants will be updated on a quarterly basis with new grants, contact information, and deadlines.
In addition, the state has launched a new website -- http://www.stimulus.la.gov – for tracking federal taxpayer dollars provided by the American Recovery and Reinvestment ACT (ARRA).  The website provides information about federal stimulus dollars pertaining to Louisiana, and will be updated as more information becomes available.  When state agencies begin to spend ARRA funds, the website will provide detailed expenditure information to ensure the highest level of transparency and accountability.
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