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Public Comment Period Opens
for Proposed Changes to State Flood Recovery Plan
Determines use of CDBG-Disaster Relief Funds
BATON ROUGE, La. – Gov. John Bel Edwards’ Office of Community Development
opens a 14-day public comment period on Friday, Aug. 11 regarding proposed changes
to the state’s recovery plan for the March and August 2016 floods.
Public comments can be made until 5 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 24. A copy of the plan is
available here or by calling (225) 219-9600. After accepting public comments, the state
will submit the plan to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
for final federal approval.
Known as Action Plan Amendment 3, the changes would:
● Expand Phase 1 of the Restore Louisiana Homeowner Assistance program to
include homeowners who had structural flood insurance
● Expand funding for the rental housing program
● Expand the FEMA nonfederal cost-share program
● Develop watershed modeling plans for areas impacted by the 2016 floods
In addition, the changes would allow the state to provide temporary or permanent
assistance to families seeking to relocate from high-risk, repetitive loss areas to lowerrisk areas, either on an individual or community basis.
With the rental housing program, the proposed changes would update the definition of
affordable rents within Restore Louisiana’s Neighborhood Landlord Rental program,
which seeks to increase the state’s supply of available and affordable rental housing.
To meet the unmet needs outlined in the Action Plan and APA 1, the state has
amended the FEMA Public Assistance Nonfederal Share Match Program to allow for

match activities for all eligible FEMA programs requiring a state or local match. This
program will work with eligible entities to pay the nonfederal share cost of the disaster
cleanup and recovery efforts. The program name was changed from the FEMA Public
Assistance Nonfederal Share Program to the FEMA Nonfederal Cost Share Program.
The first step in identifying the structural and non-structural infrastructure necessary to
protect the state from current and future flood risks as part of its overall recovery is to
engage in watershed modeling and planning. The state has created a program to
develop watershed modeling plans for the regions impacted by the 2016 floods.
Members of the public can submit comments several ways:
● Online at http://www.doa.la.gov/Pages/ocd-dru/Action_Plans.aspx
● Email ocd@la.gov
● Mail to Disaster Recovery Unit, P.O. Box 94095, 70804-9095, Attn: Janice Lovett
● Fax to the attention of Janice Lovett at (225) 219-9605
The funds are part of $1.7 billion in Community Development Block Grant disaster
recovery dollars that HUD allocated to Louisiana for recovery from the Great Floods of
2016.
Vietnamese: Muốn biết thêm chi tiết về Kế Hoạch Hành Động, xin gọi số (225) 2199600 hoặc viết về địa chỉ điện thư janice.lovett@la.gov.
Spanish: Para más información sobre el plan de acción, llame al (225) 219-9600 o
email janice.lovett@la.gov.

About the Restore Louisiana Task Force
The Restore Louisiana Task Force comprises 21 individuals from throughout the state
who were appointed by Gov. John Bel Edwards to oversee the rebuilding process after
historic flooding in March and August 2016 impacted 51 disaster-declared parishes. The
Task Force’s mission is divided into six categories: community planning, economic,
health and social services, housing, infrastructure and natural and cultural resources. All
task force documents are available at http://restore.la.gov/resources/. For more
information, visit restore.la.gov.

