
Background and Overview 

The Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land Acquisitions represents an effort to establish 
basic appraisal standards applicable to all real estate related transactions involving Federal 
agencies. 

Federal agencies are a major consumer of appraisal services. Estimates show that a high 
percentage of all appraisal reports are in response to Federal programs involving direct loans, 
insured and guaranteed loans, direct acquisitions of guaranteed loans by a Federal agency to 
satisfy a default or other guarantee claim, and the sale, exchange, or acquisition of property, 
including through eminent domain. Consequently, Federal agencies have a responsibility for 
establishing and assuring implementation of appraisal standards which are cost-effective and 
protect the Government's financial interest. Depending on specific agency needs, additional 
requirements may be included in agency policy, manuals, or handbooks. 

These standards were developed in consultation with the Federal Interagency Real Property 
Appraisal Committee (FIRPAC). This Committee was convened to encourage the development 
of uniform real property appraisal standards applicable to Federal agencies. In addition, the 
Committee seeks to assure the protection of the Federal Government's interest in the 
development and implementation of Title XI, Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery, and 
Enforcement Act (FIRREA) of 1989. 

Individuals involved in appraising real property must comply with applicable State laws. Private 
appraisers performing assignments directly for an agency or under policies of a regulatory 
agency must meet applicable state regulatory requirements. 

Federal agency staff appraisers (including agency reviewing appraisers) may be exempt from 
licensing or certification under State law, or Federal regulation or policy. However, it may be in 
the agency's interest to encourage staff appraisers and reviewing appraisers to meet State 
qualification standards. Each agency has the necessary flexibility to decide the qualifications 
necessary for individual appraisal problems as well as to maintain public confidence in its 
appraisal program. 

Federal Standards 

The Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land Acquisitions recognize current Federal 
standards incorporated into law or referenced by various agencies in their regulations or manuals. 
These include: 

"Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land Acquisition" (1973) prepared by the 
Interagency Land Acquisition Conference; for a copy of these standards refer to the OCD 
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website (www.doa.state.la.us/cdbg/policy_manuals.htm) or contact Ms. Kristie Galy at 
(225)342-7412; and

“Government-wide appraisal standards contained in 49 CFR Part 24, published March 2, 
1989 by the Department of Transportation, implementing appraisal provisions of the 
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as 
amended.” 

Both documents are applicable to the acquisition of real property. The Department of 
Transportation standards apply to 18 executive branch departments and agencies administering 
federal of federally assisted projects under the Federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real 
Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended. These agencies will continue to comply 
therewith. Other agencies, including those that administer Federal credit programs, have 
regulations and procedures covering appraisal activity. 

The Federal Real Property Appraisal Standards also take into consideration those standards 
developed by regulatory financial agencies in response to Title XI, FIRREA. Standards 
developed by the financial regulatory agencies reference the "Uniform Standards of Professional 
Appraisal Practice" (USPAP) and include additional appraisal requirements. 

The Appraisal Subcommittee, created by Title XI, FIRREA, has responsibility for monitoring 
requirements established by States for  and licensing of appraisers, and appraisal 
standards developed by the Federal financial institutions regulatory agencies. The Subcommittee 
is also responsible for monitoring and reviewing practices, procedures, activities, and 
organizational structure of the Appraisal Foundation. 

Professional Standards 

The original USPAP was developed in an ad hoc committee composed of representatives of 
major appraisal organizations. These standards were later copyrighted in 1987 by the non-profit 
Appraisal Foundation. The Appraisal Standards Board of the Appraisal Foundation adopted the 
original USPAP at its organizational meeting on January 10, 1989. Sections I-III of the 
Standards have been revised with the most recent revisions approved June 5, 1990. 

USPAP represents standards developed by professional appraisal organizations. These standards 
are applicable to activities involving the act or process of estimating value. The provide 
guidance regarding appraiser competency, preparation and documentation of appraisal reports 
and performance of the appraisal review function. To maintain the highest level of professional 
appraisal practice, appraisers are required to observe these standards. 

Appraisal standards adopted by the States will be in accordance with generally accepted 
standards issued by the Appraisal Standards Board (ASB) of the Appraisal Foundation. State 
licensed and certified appraisers will be required to meet these standards. 
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Qualification standards for appraisers are established by the Appraiser Qualifications Board, a 
separate and independent board within the Appraisal Foundation. 

These standards and those contained in 49 CFR Part 24 are consistent with provisions of USPAP 
as they relate to the preparation of unbiased, written appraisal reports estimating market value. 
Any deviations in 49 CFR Part 24 are attributable to legal and regulatory requirements associated 
with public acquisition of private property. Agencies identified in the government wide 
regulation shall continue to comply therewith. 

Code of Practice 

Appraisers involved in preparing appraisals for Federal or Federally assisted programs shall 
observe high standards of honesty, integrity, and fairness in preparing written appraisal reports. 
Appraisers shall: 

− Possess the knowledge and experience necessary to complete the appraisal assignment
competently;

− Not accept an assignment in which payment for appraisal services is contingent on
reaching a predetermined conclusion of value, or on the estimated value of the property
interest;

− Not knowingly commit errors or withhold pertinent information that would affect the
estimate of market value;

− Report conclusions of value in a manner that is meaningful and does not mislead the
client, parties to the transaction, or the public;

− Apply realistic assumptions and valuation methods consistent with market information;
− Disclose any instructions or extraordinary assumptions that may affect the estimate of

market value; and
− Cooperate with investigators and authorities in providing factual information regarding

an appraisal assignment.

Definitions 

Applicable law, agency regulations, and practice may require the use of definitions other than 
those set forth below. 

Appraisal or Appraisal report: A written statement independently and impartially prepared by a 
qualified appraiser setting forth an opinion of defined value of an adequately described property 
as of a specific date, supported by the presentation and analysis of relevant market information. 

Appraiser: An individual who is qualified under applicable requirements to prepare or review 
appraisals in conjunction with real estate related transactions. 
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Complex real estate related transaction: Any transaction identified by agencies requiring the 
services of a certified or equivalent level appraiser. 

Agencies should take into consideration the following: 

(1) improved commercial or industrial properties;

(2) rural properties where the intended use is for the production of agricultural income or
products;

(3) commercially valuable timber and mineral interests;

(4) acquisition of private property under eminent

(5) raw land with development potential; and

(6) requirements for a detailed appraisal (49 CFR Part 24, Subpart B).

Market value: The most probable price in cash, or terms equivalent to cash, which a property 
should bring in a competitive and open market under all conditions requisite to a fair sale, 
namely, that the buyer and seller each act without obligation, prudently, and knowledgeably, and 
the price is not affected by undue stimulus. 

Qualified appraiser: An individual who meets applicable requirements and is accepted, 
approved, or designated by the agency. 

Real estate related transaction: Any transaction involving: 

(1) the sale, lease, purchase, investment in, or exchange of real property, including
interests in property or the financing thereof;

(2) the refinancing of real property of interests in real property; and

(3) the use of real property or interests in property as security for a loan or investment,
including mortgage-backed securities.

Review appraiser: A qualified appraiser or technically qualified individual designated to 
independently examine and evaluate an appraisal report for purposes of recommending, 
preparing, or approving an estimate of value. 

State certified appraiser: Any individual who has satisfied the requirements for State 
certification or equivalent requirements in a State or territory whose criteria for a real estate 
appraiser currently meet the minimum criteria for certification issued by the Appraiser 
Qualification Board of the Appraisal Foundation. 
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State licensed appraiser: An individual who has satisfied the requirements for State licensing or 
equivalent requirements in a State or territory. 

Appraiser Qualifications 

Appraiser involved in real estate related transactions shall comply with applicable laws and 
requirements regarding appraiser qualifications. In those States not having State requirements, 
or where State laws governing the activities of appraisers have been found to be inadequate, 
agencies may implement standards consistent with those developed by the Appraisal 
Qualifications Board of the Appraisal Foundation. 

In those States having State certification requirements, State certified appraisers shall be used for 
complex transactions identified by the agency. However, Federal agencies shall have discretion 
to establish qualification standards for its staff appraisers, including reviewing appraisers. 

Appraisal Report Guidelines 

Agency appraisal criteria should be consistent with USPAP and/or 24.103 of 49 CFR Part 24 and 
also with paragraph 5-3e HUD Handbook 1378, Tenant Assistance, Relocation and Real 
Property Acquisition. As necessary, agencies may establish appraisal standards in accordance 
with program specific objectives. Those standards may also include applicable provisions of 
USPAP. 

Appraisal Review 

Agency appraisal review criteria should be consistent with USPAP and/or 24.104 of 49 CFR Part 
24 and also with paragraph 5-3e HUD Handbook 1378, Tenant Assistance, Relocation and Real 
Property Acquisition. Agency standards may include review appraisal provisions of the USPAP. 
Review criteria for appraisals made in connection with direct or indirect loan transactions shall 
be consistent with the level of risk in the loan transactions and at a minimum shall provide for a 
volume and level of review adequate to identify levels of risk in the loan portfolio as well as a 
representative sample of individual transactions. 
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