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Part VII. Governor's Office

Chapter 24. Community Water Enrichment Fund

§2401. Purpose

A. The Community Water Enrichment Fund (CWEF) provides financial assistance to local
units of government in rural areas. The CWEF program will be administered by the Office of
Community Development (OCD).

B. All municipalities and parishes within the State of Louisiana are eligible to apply for
assistance except the following HUD (Housing and Urban Development) entitlement cities:
Alexandria, Baton Rouge, Bossier City, Kenner, Lafayette, Lake Charles, Monroe, New Orleans
and Shreveport.

C. Local Government classifications are defined as: Villages (pop. 1-999), Towns (pop.
1,000-4,999), Cities (pop. 5,000-35,000) and Parish governments.

D. OCD shall develop an application procedure satisfying the purposes and intentions of the
CWEF.

E. The Office of Community Development applies the following guidelines to any project or
activity funded.

1. At the beginning of each fiscal year, the Director of OCD/CWEF shall determine the
equal funding level for all eligible parishes based on the total amount budgeted as aid to local
governments for CWEF grants.

2. Applications will only be accepted for the following eligible activities: rehabilitation,
improvement, and new construction projects for community potable water systems. Reasonable
engineering costs (if associated with construction) are allowed.

3. The purchase of generators will not be allowed under this program.

4. Funds from this program cannot be used to pay consulting fees charged to a unit of
government for the preparation of the application, for administrative costs by agents of the
project sponsor or any third party. Also, funds cannot be used to pay for previously incurred
debt, improvements to private property, overtime for government employees, administration,
engineering-only or planning-only projects. CWEF funds are not intended for salary-only
projects or ongoing salaried positions.

5. Parish governments may request funding for projects that serve a parish-wide area or an
unincorporated area within the parish.

6. Applicants may not exceed stated funding levels as outlined in the CWEF application
guidelines for any fiscal year, except in those circumstances where other eligible applicants
within each parish agree by resolution to allow funding levels to be exceeded.



7. Two-year contracts shall be issued for CWEF grants by OCD. Contract extensions and
changes to the project must be requested in writing by the grantee and approved in writing by the
Director of OCD/CWEF.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with Act 513 of the 2008 Regular
Legislative Session.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Division of
Administration, Office of Community Development, LR 36.

§2303. Application Process

A. CWEF applications are available from the Office of Community Development to all
municipalities and parishes that request them. All requests for information may be submitted via
mail to the Office of Community Development, P.O. Box 94095, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9095.

B. Applications will be rated by OCD staff and award amounts will be based upon
predetermined internal rating criteria.

C. All applicants must be authorized by law to perform governmental functions, and must be
subject to state audit requirements.

D. The most recent available population figures are used to determine the eligibility for
funding of municipalities based on appropriations by the legislature (the funding is outlined in
OCD application guidelines for CWEF funds).

E. There will be a level of funding set aside for applications that are determined to be of an
emergency nature. Any unused emergency funds will be reallocated through the regular
program.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with Act 513 of the 2008 Regular
Legislative Session.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Division of
Administration, Office of Community Development, LR 36.

82305. Payments and Reimbursement

A. Grant recipients are required to maintain an audit trail verifying that all funds received
under this program were used to fulfill the stated purpose identified in the approved application.

B. Payment shall be made to the grantee upon production of invoices and approval of the
grantee’s request for payment by OCD, according to the contract.

C. Use of grant funds for any project other than that described in the contract will be
grounds for OCD to terminate the contract and revoke the funds for the project.

D. Allinvoices related to the project are the responsibility of the grantee, and must be
submitted to and approved by OCD before the funds will be released to the grantee. The grantee
remains responsible for payments to its vendors.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with Act 513 of the 2008 Regular
Legislative Session.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Division of
Administration, Office of Community Development, LR 36.



§2307. Programmatic Assurances

A. The grantee will hold harmless the State of Louisiana, Division of Administration, Office
of the Governor, and Office of Community Development as a term and condition of the contract.

B. OCD will de-obligate funds from any unexpended amount; whether by failure to start a
project in the agreed upon timeframe in the contract or by unexpended funds in an officially
closed project, or from revoked grant awards. All de-obligated funds will be reallocated through
the regular program.

C. Failure of the grantee to abide by any article of the local agency assurances section of the
grant application or the contract, including state audit procedures, federal and state laws, state
ethics rules and policy guidelines of OCD, shall result in revocation of the grant award and the
grantee will be required to repay the project funds to OCD.

D. No grantee will be allowed more than two open CWEF grants.

E. The grantee will assure that it will comply with R.S. 24:513 (State Audit Law), and State
of Louisiana public bidding procedures, as well as comply with all other relevant federal and
state laws, executive orders, and/or regulations. Failure to comply with any part of this contract
will result in termination of this grant and will require that all funds paid be returned to the
Office of Community Development.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with Act 513 of the 2008 Regular
Legislative Session.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the Governor, Division of
Administration, Office of Community Development, LR 36.



