BOBBYJINDAL ANGELE DAVIS
GOVERNOR COMMISSIONER OF ADMINISTRATION
Division of Administration
Office of State Purchasing

TO: All Heads of Departments and Agencies, Colleges and Universities

Boards and Commissions, Undersecretaries, and Initiative

Coordinators — State of Louisiana
FROM: Denise

AssistanNJ'Ommissioner
DATE: November 23, 2009
RE: Veteran’s Initiative — Act 167 of the 2009 Legislative Session

I am pleased to inform you that implementation of the emergency administrative procedures
governing the Initiative for Veteran-Owned and Service-Connected Disabled Veteran-Owned
Small Entrepreneurship, known as the Veteran Initiative, is underway. The procedures may be
accessed at http://www.doa.louisiana.gov/osp/SE/docs/LaVet-emergydeclarn.pdf. The Veteran
Initiative was created by Act 167 of the 2009 legislative session to provide additional
opportunities for certified Louisiana-based veteran entrepreneurships to participate in contracting
and procurement with the State. The Division of Administration along with state
departments/agencies, and colleges and universities are responsible for the direct operation and
implementation of the Veteran Initiative. The Veteran Initiative is very similar to the Hudson
Initiative.

To participate, a veteran-owned or service-connected disabled veteran-owned entrepreneurship
must be certified by the Louisiana Department of Economic Development (LED) and meet two
sets of requirements. Certification is based in part by the firm providing appropriate
documentation of its status from either the United States Department of Veterans Affairs or the
Louisiana Department of Veterans Affairs; shall meet all the requirements for a Small
Entrepreneurship (SE), which include being independently owned and operated, a firm’s annual
gross revenue receipts may not exceed $5,000,000 for construction operation and $3,000,000 for
non-construction for each of the previous three tax years; business must be domiciled in
Louisiana; and together with any of its affiliates has less than 50 full-time employees. The
emergency rules governing certification by Louisiana Economic Development may be accessed
at http://www.doa.louisiana.gov/osp/se/docs/LEDCertifnRules-vets.pdf. We are working with
LED to provide access to the list of certified veteran businesses. Additional information is
forthcoming along with reporting of expenditures associated with the program.
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The Louisiana Department of Veterans Affairs is responsible for disseminating information on
this program and other benefits to Louisiana Veterans, which may be accessed at
http://www.vetaffairs.la.gov.

This legislation also requires each agency have an Initiative Coordinator, which shall be the
undersecretary of the department or the business manager for the agency. The Initiative
Coordinator or his/her designee shall be responsible for working closely with certified veteran
entrepreneurships and contractors to provide information and support. The current Initiative
Coordinators can serve the dual role for both the Hudson and Veteran Initiatives. However, an
agency may appoint a different coordinator in accordance with the program’s governing statutes.
Please refer to the most current listserv of Initiative Coordinators located at
http://www.doa.louisiana.gov/osp/se/docs/HVICoordListserv.pdf and provide any updated
Coordinator’s information such as the name, title, agency, telephone number and email address
not later than Thursday, December 3, 2009 to Rosemary Jackson, State Purchasing Manager and
fax to (225) 342-8688 or by email Rosemary.Jackson@La.Gov.

You are requested to notify bidders on your list of the availability of this program and encourage
their participation. A sample announcement is provided that may be modified for your use in
this process http://www.doa.louisiana.gov/osp/se/docs/lavetannouncement-vets.pdf.

Please feel free to submit any questions that you may have concerning this Initiative. I welcome
any suggestions and recommendations that will add to the overall success of the program. Thank
you for your continued support in involving certified Louisiana-based small entrepreneurships in
procurement and contracting opportunities.
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