Executive Orders

EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 00-36
Advisory Council on Disability Affairs

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. MJF 99-27, signed
on June 23, 1999,  reestablished and recreated the Advisory
Council on Disahility Affairs (hereafter "Council"); and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend the
membership provisions of Executive Order No. MJF 99-27,

NOW THEREFORE, |, M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR.,
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority
vested by the Constitution and the laws of the state of
L ouisiana, do hereby order and direct asfollows:

SECTION 1:  Section 3 of Executive Order No. MJF
99-27 is amended to provide as follows:

1. The Council shall be composed of a maximum
of forty-three (43) members.

2. The Council shall be composed of the
following ex-officio voting members:

1 The governor, or the governor's
designeg;

2. The lieutenant governor, or the
lieutenant governor's designee;

3. The secretary of state, or the
secretary of state's designee;

4, The attorney general, or the attorney
general's designes;

5. The treasurer, or the treasurer's
designes;

6. The commissioner of insurance, or
the commissioner's designes;

7. The commissioner of agriculture, or
the commissioner's designes;

8. The commissioner of elections, or the
commissioner's designee;

9. The commissioner of administration,

or the commissioner's designes;
10. The secretary of the Department of
Health and Hospitals, or the secretary's designee;

11. The secretary of the Department of
Economic Development, or the secretary's
designes;

12. The secretary of the Department of

Labor, or the secretary's designee;

13. The secretary of the Department of
Transportation and Development, or the
secretary's of designes;

14. The secretary of the Department of
Social Services, or the secretary's designee;
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15. The secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries, or the secretary's designes;

16. The superintendent of the
Department of Education, or the superintendent's
designes;

17. One member of the Louisiana House

of Representatives designated by the speaker of
the House of Representatives;

18. One member of the Louisiana Senate
designated by the president of the Senate;

19. The state fire marshal, or the state
fire marshal's designes;

20. The director of the Office of Elderly
Affairs, Office of the Governor, or the director's
designes;

21. The director of the Office of Facility

Planning and Control, Division of Administration,
or the director's designee;

22. The chair of the Developmental
Disabilities Council, or the chair's designee;

23. The chair of the Advocacy Center, or
the chair's designes;

24, The chair of the Louisiana Assistive
Technology Access Network, or the chair's
designes;

25. The char of the Louisiana
Rehabilitation Council, or the chair's designee;

26. The char of the Statewide
Independent Living Council, or the chair's
designee; and

27. The chair of the Menta Heath

Planning Council, or the chair's designee.

3. The Council shall also be composed of voting
members appointed by, and serving at the
pleasure of, the governor selected asfollows:

1 A disability service provider from a
higher education institution; and
2. Fifteen at large members, ten of

whom have disabilities or have family members
with disabilities, evenly selected as far as

practicable from the seven Louisiana
congressional districts.
SECTION 2: All other sections, subsections, and

paragraphs of Executive Order No. MJF 99-27 shall remain
in full force and effect.

SECTION 3: This Order is effective upon signature
and shall continue in effect until amended, modified,
terminated, or rescinded by the governor, or terminated by
operation of law.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have set my hand
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of
Louisiana, at the Capital, in the city of Baton Rouge, on this
11th day of October, 2000.

! Executive Order No. MJF 99-27 replaced and rescinded Executive Order
No. MJF 96-55, signed on October 17, 1996.

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Governor

ATTEST BY

THE GOVERNOR

Fox McKeithen

Secretary of State
0011#001

EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 00-37
Interstate 49 Extension Feasibility and Funding Task Force

WHEREAS, due to Interstate 49 not extending north
beyond the city of Shreveport, businesses and industries of
the state of Louisiana are not directly linked by an interstate
highway to our neighboring state of Arkansas and consumer
markets in the midwest;

WHEREAS, The state of Louisianas goals and
objectives for economic development are inextricably
intertwined with those for improving the infrastructure of the
state's highways and roadways; and

WHEREAS, Theinterests of the citizens of the state
of Louisiana would be best served by creating a task force
charged with the duties of identifying adequate funding
sources for a proposed project to extend Interstate 49 north
to the Louisiana-Arkansas border, analyzing the feasibility
and benefits of such an extension project, and evaluating the
impact that such an extension would have on the citizens of
the state of Louisiana, especialy those who live and/or work
in the northwest region of the state of Louisiana;

NOW THEREFORE, |, M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR,,
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority
vested by the Constitution and the laws of the state of
Louisiana, do hereby order and direct as follows:

SECTION 1: The Interstate 49 North Extension
Feasibility and Funding Task Force (hereafter "Task Force")
is established within the executive department, Office of the
Governor.

SECTION 2:

A. The primary duty of the Task Force shal be to
identify funding sources and/or innovative financing
alternatives to fully fund the proposed project to extend
Interstate 49 north from the city of Shreveport to the
Louisiana-Arkansas border (hereafter "I-49 Extension
Project"), from the beginning of the project through its
completion.

B. The secondary duties of the Task Force shall
include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Evauating the feasibility of the F49 Extension
Project and the benefits the project would provide the state
of Louisiana and communities in the northwest region of the
state of Louisiana; and

2. Documenting and evaluating the level of support
for the 1-49 Extension Project from:
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a) the citizens of the state of Louisiana living in
the various geographical regions of the state;

b) the chambers of commerce of the communities
located in the northwest region of the state of L ouisiana; and

c) the members of the Louisiana Legislature and
Louisiana's United States Congressional Delegation.

SECTION 3:

A. By April 1, 2001, the Task Force shall submit a
conprehensive report on the issues set forth in Section 2 of
this Order to the governor, the House Committee on
Transportation, Highways, and Public Works, and the Senate
Committee on Transportation, Highways, and Public Works.

B. The Task Force shall also submit documentation to
the governor by April 1, 2001, suitable for submission to the
members of the state of Louisianas United States
Congressional Delegation, supporting the reasons for
extending Interstate 49 north to the Louisiana-Arkansas
border.

SECTION 4. The Task Force shall be composed of a
maximum of 23 members who, unless specified, shall be
appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the governor, and
selected as follows:

A. Thegovernor, or the governor's designee;

B. The secretary of the Department of Transportation
and Development, or the secretary's designes;

C. The commissioner of administration,
commissioner's designee;

D. The chair of the House Transportation, Highways,
and Public Works Committee, or the chair's designee;

E The chair of the Senate Transportation, Highways,
and Public Works Committee, or the chair's designeg;

F. The chair of the Senate Committee on Commerce,
or the chair's designee;

G Thechair of the House Committeeon Commerce, or
the chair's designese;

H. A member of the Senate, elected from the northwest
region of the state of Louisiana, designated by the president
of the Senate;

I. A member of the House of Representatives, elected
from the northwest region of the state of Louisiana,
designated by the speaker of the House of Representative;

J. Citizens of the state of Louisiana who reside in a
community in the northwest region of the state of Louisiana;
and

K. Representatives of businesses and/or industries that
are located in the northwest region of the state of L ouisiana.

SECTION 5:  The governor shall appoint the chair
from the membership of the Task Force. All other officers,
if any, shall be elected from the membership of the Task
Force.

SECTION 6: The Task Force shall meet at regularly
scheduled intervals and at the call of the chair.

SECTION 7:  Support staff for the Task Force and
facilities for its meetings shall be provided by the
Department of Transportation and Development.

SECTION 8: Commission members shall not receive
additional compensation or a per diem for serving on the
Commission from the Office of the Governor and/or the
Department of Transportation and Development. State
officers and/or employees may seek reimbursement of travel
expenses, in accordance with 149, from their employing
and/or elected department, agency, and/or office.

or the
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SECTION 9:  All departments, commissions, boards,
agencies, and offices of the state, or any political subdivision
thereof, are authorized and directed to cooperate with the
Task Force in implementing the provisions of this Order.

SECTION 10: This Order is effective upon signature
and shall continue in effect until amended, modified,
terminated, or rescinded by the governor, or terminated by
operation of law.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have set my hand
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of
Louisiana, at the Capitol, in the city of Baton Rouge, on this
19th day of October, 2000.

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Governor

ATTEST BY

THE GOVERNOR

Fox McKeithen

Secretary of State
0011#004

EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 00-38

Cooperative Endeavor Agreements

WHEREAS, Act No. 998 of the 1997 Regular
Session of the Louisiana Legisature enacted R.S.
39:1493.1-1493.3, for the purpose of creating the
Commission for the Review and Improvement of Services
Procurement (hereafter "Crisp") to review al professional,
personal, consulting, and social services contracts of the
departments, commissions, boards, agencies, and offices of
the executive branch of the state of Louisiana (hereafter
"department”), and the operations of the Office of
Contractual Review, Division of Administration (hereafter
"OCR"), R.S. 39:1493.3(D);

WHEREAS, Crisp issued areport on March 5, 1999,
which included the recommendation that the director of
OCR should "exercise her privilege of special delegation of
authority under R.S. 39:1488, without limitation on contract
value, for recurring and non-controversial services' when

a) the contract is prepared in accordance with an
OCR-approved format,

b) the contracting department has a positive record
of contract compliance,

c) contract monitors areidentified,

d) the contract is approved by either the department
secretary or undersecretary,

e) the department submits monitoring reports to
OCR and the Legislative Auditor as required by law,

f) the department complies with a specific filing
and/or reporting requirements, and

g) the delegation of authority to the department is
revocable at the will of the director of OCR at any time;

WHEREAS, the Crisp recommendation regarding
delegation of authority may not be applied to cooperative
endeavor agreements (hereafter "CEAS") due to provisions
in Executive Order No. MJF 96-24, issued on August 9,
1996, which order each department to submit all CEAs
requiring the expenditure of public funds to OCR for review
and approval; and
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WHEREAS, the best interests of the citizens of the
state of Louisiana are served by amending the provisions of
Executive Order No. MJF 96-24 to adopt the Crisp report
recommendations;

NOW THEREFORE, I, M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR.,
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority
vested by the Constitution and the laws of the state of
Louisiana, do hereby order and direct asfollows:

SECTION 1: Section 1 of Executive Order No. MJF
96-24, issued on August 9, 1996, is amended to provide as
follows:

Unless exenpted by written delegation of
authority granted by the director of the Office of
Contractual Review, Division of Administration,
with the approval of the commissioner of
administration, each department, commission,
board, agency, and/or office in the executive
branch of the state of Louisiana (hereafter
"department”) shall submit al cooperative
endeavor agreements (hereafter "agreements")
which require the expenditure of public funds to
the Office of Contractual Review for review and
approval.

SECTION 2: Section 4 of Executive Order No. MJF
96-24 is amended to provide as follows:

All agreements shall contain a provision that
conditions the agreement and/or continuation of
the agreement on &) the availability of sufficient
funds to fulfill the obligations of the department
under the agreement and b) the approval of the
director of the Office of Contractua Review
and/or the commissioner of administration, unless
exempt by written delegation of authority granted
pursuant to Section 1 of this Order.

SECTION 3: All other sections, subsections, and/or
paragraphs of Executive Order No. MJF 96-24 shall remain
infull force and effect.

SECTION 4:  All departments, commissions, boards,
agencies, and offices of the state of Louisiana or of any
political subdivision thereof are authorized and directed to
cooperate in the implementation of the provisions of this
Order.

SECTION 5:  This Order is effective upon signature
and shall continue in effect until amended, modified,
terminated, or rescinded by the governor, or terminated by
operation of law.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have set my hand
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Sea of
Louisiana, at the Capitol, in the city of Baton Rouge, on this
19th day of October, 2000.

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Governor

ATTEST BY

THE GOVERNOR

Fox McKeithen

Secretary of State
0011#002



EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 00-39

State Partnership with the Baton Rouge Clean
Air Coalition in the Ozone Action Program

WHEREAS, the Baton Rouge Clean Air Coalition, a
voluntary civic organization that works on clean air
initiatives in the Baton Rouge area, encompassing the five
parishes of East Baton Rouge, West Baton Rouge,
Ascension, Livingston, and Iberville (hereafter "Baton
Rouge ared"), has established a voluntary ozone action
program (hereafter "program") for the purpose of reducing
ozone-forming emissions caused by vehicles and other urban
and commercial sources within the Baton Rouge area,
particularly during the summer months;

WHEREAS, the Baton Rouge area has aso been
designated as the "Baton Rouge ozone non-attainment area’
by the federal government based on criteria contained in the
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990, Pub. L. No. 101-549;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Clean Air Act
Amendments of 1990, the state of Louisiana is required to
take primary responsibility for assuring air quality within the
entire geographic area comprising the state, and submit an
implementation plan for the state which will specify the
manner in which national primary and secondary ambient air
quality standards will be achieved within each air quality
control region of the state, 42 U.S.C. §7407(a);

WHEREAS, the Baton Rouge Clean Air Coalition's
program is a proactive and innovative approach for reducing
ozone-forming emissions and achieving the national ambient
air quality standard in the Baton Rouge area; and

WHEREAS, the best interests of the state of
Louisiana are served by the departments, commissions,
boards, agencies, and offices of the executive branch of the
state of Louisiana located in the parishes of East Baton
Rouge, West Baton Rouge, Ascension, Livingston, and
Iberville becoming partners of the Baton Rouge Clean Air
Coalition in the program, by taking a leadership role in the
program and by adopting work-related behavior
modifications to achieve the goals of the program and fulfill
federal and state objectives for ambient air quality;

NOW THEREFORE, |, M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR.,
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority
vested by the Constitution and laws of the state of Louisiana,
do hereby order and direct asfollows:

SECTION 1: State Partnership in the Baton Rouge
Clean Air Coalition's Ozone Action Program

All departments, commissions, boards, agencies, and
offices in the executive branch of the state of Louisiana,
including al units of the public university system, that are
located in the parishes of East Baton Rouge, West Baton
Rouge, Iberville, Livingston, and Ascension, shall be state
partners in the Baton Rouge Clean Air Coalition's Ozone
Action Program (hereafter "program").

SECTION 2: Duties of State Partners

A. The head of each department, commission, board,
agency, and/or office in the executive branch of the state of
Louisiana referred to in Section 1 of this Order (hereafter
"state partner" and/or "department") shall create and
implement an ozone action plan for their department
consistent with goals and/or objectives of the program
(hereafter "plan"). The advice and/or technical assistance of
the Office of Environmenta Services, Department of
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Environmental Quality, as set forth in subsection 3(B) of this
Order, is available to each state partner for the creation,
implementation, and/or amendment of their department plan
which, at aminimum, shall include:

1. An education plan for educating the officers
and/or employees of the department concerning the
program's objectives, the manner in which the department
will assist in achieving those objectives, and the manner in
which the department's officers and/or employees will
individually participatein the program;

2. The objectives and goals of the department for
eliminating or substantially reducing activities that produce
high levels of ozone-forming emissions; and

3. A dstrategy plan adapting the program to the
activities and functions of the department.

B. By November 15, 2000, each state partner shall
submit a copy of their department's plan to the governor,
through the governor's special assistant for environmental
affairs, the commissioner of administration, and the
secretary of the Department of Environmental Quality.

C. Theredfter, each state partner shall annually, on
November 15, submit to the governor, through the
governors special assistant for environmental affairs, the
commissioner of administration, and the secretary of the
Department of Environmental Quality, an updated
department plan and a progress report on the department's
level of participation in the program and/or attainment of the
department's goals.

SECTION 3: Duties  of
Environmental Quality

In addition to the duties designated in Section 2 of this
Order, the secretary of the Department of Environmental
Quality shall:

A. Create and maintain the means to provide all state
partners and all other participants in the program, advanced
notification of ozone action days, i.e., those days in the
parishes of East Baton Rouge, West Baton Rouge,
Ascension, Livingston, and Iberville during summer months
on which the formation of elevated levels of ground level
ozone is more likely to occur and planned measures to
reduce emissions of ozone precursor pollutants should be
implemented,;

B. Upon request, provide technical assistance to and
provide information through the Office of Environmental
Services to any state partner, or other participant in the
program, regarding the program, including emission
reduction strategies and/or aternatives, education, outreach
assistance, and/or creating or updating a plan; and

C. Assist the Baton Rouge Clean Air Coalition in
acquiring additional partners in the program from the private
sector and from federal and local governmental agencies
located within the parishes of East Baton Rouge, West Baton
Rouge, Ascension, Livingston, and Iberville.

SECTION 4:  Miscellaneous Provisions

A. All departments, commission, boards, agencies, and
offices of the state of Louisiana, or any political subdivision
thereof, are authorized and directed to cooperate in the
implementation of the provisions of this Order.

B. This Order is effective upon signature and shall
continue in effect until amended, modified, terminated, or
rescinded by the governor, or terminated by operation of law.

the  Department  of
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have set my hand
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of
Louisiana, at the Capitol, in the city of Baton Rouge, on this
20th day of October, 2000.

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Governor

ATTEST BY

THE GOVERNOR

Fox McKeithen

Secretary of State
0011#003

EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 00-40

Governor's Military Advisory Board

WHEREAS, the state of Louisiana has a vital interest
in the installations and/or units of the armed forces of the
United States located within the state, in the Louisiana
Military Department, and in the concerns of the active,
reserve, and/or retired military personnel, and their families,
who reside in Louisiana (hereafter "military");

WHEREAS, the Governor's Military Advisory
Commission, recreated by Executive Order No. MJF 96-12,
issued on May 22, 1996, (hereafter "commission") was
designed to serve as a coordinating body and a forum for the
military regarding state government related issues and to act
as a liaison between the military and civilians regarding
local government, private business, and civilian concerns;
and

WHEREAS, itisinthe bestinterest of the citizens of
the state of Louisiana to abolish the commission by
rescinding Executive Order No. MJF 96-12, and replace it
with a board assigned expanded duties and objectives,

NOW THEREFORE, I, M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR.,
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority
vested by the Constitution and the laws of the state of
Louisiana, do hereby order and direct asfollows:

SECTION 1: The Governor's Military Advisory
Board (hereafter "Board") is established within the executive
department, Office of the Governor.

SECTION 2:  The duties and objectives of the Board
include, but shall not be limited to, the following:

1. Providing a public forum for issues concerning the
installations and/or units of the armed forces of the United
States located within the state, the Louisiana Military
Department, and/or the active, reserve, and/or retired
military personnel and their families who reside in Louisiana
(hereafter "the military™);

2. Formulating goals and objectives to enhance
cooperation, coordination, communication, and
understanding between the military, the Louisiana
Congressional Delegation, the communities in the state
interfacing with the military, and/or state and local
government agencies,

3. Strengthening and/or increasing the state of
Louisiands role in securing defense related business
contracts for Louisiana businesses and/or selling Louisiana
products to the installations and/or units of the armed forces
of the United States located in the state;
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4. Studying and determining the means to increase
and/or strengthen the presence of the armed forces of the
United States |ocated within the state;

5. Reviewing and/or disseminating information about
proposed legislation related to and/or directly impacting on
the military and/or military communities within the state;

6. Proposing and/or sponsoring activities, legislation,
initiatives, programs, and/or projects which increase,
support, and/or enhance the military's presence in the state
and/or which enhance and/or improve the quality of life for
the active, reserve, and/or retired military personnel and
their families who reside in the state;

7. Sponsoring Louisiana Department of Military
and/or United States Department of Defense initiatives
which are mutually beneficial to state and federal interests;
and

8. Coordinating the prevention of base realignments
and/or closuresin the state.

SECTION 3: The Board shall submit semi-annual
reports to the governor, on January 1st and July 1st,
regarding the status of and/or progress achieved on the
issues addressed in Section 2 of this Order.

SECTION 4:

A. The Board shall be composed of a maximum of 21
members.

B. The Board shall be composed of the following ex
officio voting members:

1 The adjutant general of Louisiana, or the adjutant
general's designes;

2. The president of the Louisiana Senate, or the
president's designese;

3. The speaker of the Louisiana House of
Representatives, or the speaker's designeg;

4. The executive director of the Office of Community
Programs, Office of the Governor, or the executive director's
designes;

5. The executive director of the Office of Veterans
Affairs, Office of the Governor, or the executive director's
designee; and

6. The secretary of the Department of Economic
Development, or the secretary's designee.

C. The Board shall also be composed of the following
voting members, appointed by and serving at the pleasure of
the governor, selected asfollows:

1. One representative each from the Greater New
Orleans, Ft.  Polk-Centra Louisana, and the
Barksdale/Bossier/Shreveport areas;

2. One representative each for Louisiana businesses,
farmers, and industries; and

3. Two representatives of local governments.

D. The Board shall also be composed of the following
ex-officio non-voting members:

1. The commander, Joint Readiness Training Center
(JRTC) and Ft. Polk, or the commander's designee;

2. The commander, Eighth Air Force, or the
commander's designes;

3. The commander, Naval Reserve Force, or the
commander's designee;

4. The commander, Marine Forces Reserve, or the
commander's designee;

5. The commander, Eighth Coast Guard District, or
the commander's designee;



6. The commander, 377th Theater Army Area
Command, or the commander's designee; and

7. The chair of the Louisiana Employer Support of
Guard and Reserve, or the chair's designee.

E The Board may create subcommittees composed of
Board members, non-Board members, and/or both Board
members and non-Board members, which meet in
accordance with the open meetings law, R.S. 42:4.1-13.

SECTION 5:  The governor shall appoint the chair
and vice-chair of the Board from its membership. All other
officers, if any, shall be elected by the membership of the
Board.

SECTION 6: The Board shall meet at regularly
scheduled quarterly meetings, and at the call of the chair.

SECTION 7:  Support staff for the Board and facilities
for its meetings shall be provided by the Louisiana
Department of the Military.

SECTION 8: Board members shall not receive
additional compensation, aper diem, or travel expenses from
the Office of the Governor for their service on the Board.

SECTION 9:  All departments, commissions, boards,
agencies, and officers of the state, or any political
subdivision thereof, are authorized and directed to cooperate
with the Board in implementing the provisions of this Order.

SECTION 10: Executive Order Nos. MJF 96-12,
signed on May 22, 1996, and MJF 2000-30, signed on
September 1, 2000, are terminated and rescinded.

SECTION 11: This Order is effective upon signature
and shall continue in effect until amended, modified,
terminated, or rescinded by the governor, or terminated by
operation of law.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have set my hand
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of
Louisiana, at the Capitol, in the city of Baton Rouge, on this
25th day of October, 2000.

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Governor

ATTEST BY

THE GOVERNOR

Fox McKeithen

Secretary of State

0011#008
EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 00-41
Saltwater Marsh Die-Off Action Plan
WHEREAS, 40 percent of the saltwater marshes in

the contiguous United States are found in the state of
Louisiana; nonetheless, Louisiana has lost more than 1,500
square miles of marsh since 1930, which is the highest rate
of land loss in the nation, and Louisiana is continuing to lose
marsh land at arate of 25 to 35 square miles ayear;
WHEREAS, saltwater marshes are vital to the state
of Louisiana as both a critical component of the state's
coastal wetland ecosystem and a first line of defense in the
state's coordinated system to protect coastal communities
against harm from storm surges and hurricanes;
WHEREAS, during the spring of 2000, state and
federal officials made the alarming discovery of the "brown
marsh phenomenon,” also referred to as "saltwater marsh
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die-off," an unusually extensive browning and/or die-off of
the normally lush green saltwater marsh grass Sartina
alterniflora, known more commonly as oyster grass or
smooth cordgrass (hereafter "marsh grass");

WHEREAS, acollaborative team of state and federal
officials and university scientists, coordinated by the
governor's executive assistant for coastal activities, promptly
mobilized to determine:

a) theextent of the affected saltwater marsh area,

b) whether the browning and/or die-off is
spreading,

c) thecauses of the browning and/or die-off,

d) thepossible short-term protective measures and
long-term remediation and/or recovery strategies, and

e) the possible funding sources for research and
remediation to prevent the reoccurrence of the browning
and/or die-off;

WHEREAS, the collaborative team determined that
the saltwater marsh area in the state of Louisiana primarily
affected is located between the deltas of the Atchafalaya
River and the Mississippi River in the parishes of Lafourche,
Terrebonne, Jefferson, and Plaguemines, centering in the
Barataria-Terrebonne  National Estuary  (hereafter
"Estuary"), a fragile wetland area containing approximately
390,000 acres of saltwater marsh, of which about 110,000
acres is severely impacted and about 150,000 acres is
moderately impacted;

WHEREAS, of the severely impacted saltwater
marsh acreage in the Estuary, at least 17,000 acres of marsh
grasses have already converted from dense vegetation to
open mud flats with little or no vegetation and without roots
to hold the land together and prevent erosion; consequently,
it islikely that Louisiana's already staggering rate of annual
land loss will be greatly exacerbated;

WHEREAS, athough the investigations of the
collaborative team are still on-going, preliminary findings
indicate the likely cause of the browning and/or die-off is a
lack of fresh water flow resulting from record drought,
record high temperatures, abnormally low water levelsin the
Mississippi River during the spring, and unusually low
summer tides, the combination of which severely
compounded the long-term effects of the nation's extensive
levee system which limits natural fresh water flow to
Louisiana's saltwater marshes;

WHEREAS, the combination of recent events and
the nation's levee system has caused a lack of fresh water
and/or periodic flooding essential to saltwater marshes for
replenishing the water table and maintaining the normal
salinity levels of the marshes;

WHEREAS, because the browning and/or die-off of
the saltwater marshes constitutes a natural disaster that has
created an immediate threat to public health and safety, the
environment, and public and private property, on October
23, 2000, the governor issued Proclamation No. 55 MJF
2000, which declares a state of emergency to exist in the

parishes of Lafourche, Terrebonne, Jefferson and
Plaguemines; and
WHEREAS, the Wetlands Conservation and

Restoration Authority (hereafter "Authority") is the entity
legislatively mandated to provide aggressive state leadership
and direction in the development and implementation of the
state of Louisiana's Wetlands Conservation and Restoration
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Plan and its wetlands related policies, the best interests of
the citizens of the state of Louisiana shall be served by the
Authority and the governor's executive assistant for coastal
activities immediately performing duties specifically related
to saltwater marsh browning and/or die-off;

NOW THEREFORE, I, M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR.,
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority
vested by the Constitution and the laws of the state of
Louisiana, do hereby order and direct as follows:

SECTION 1: In conjunction with its statutory duties
set forthin R.S. 49:213.1, et seq., the Wetlands Conservation
and Restoration Authority (hereafter "Authority"), under the
direction of the governors executive assistant for coastal
activities (hereafter "executive assistant"), shall immediately
take all feasible and necessary action to respond to and/or
remediate the unusual saltwater marsh browning and/or die-
off of the normally lush green saltwater marsh grass
Spartina  alterniflora, in the parishes of Lafourche,
Terrebonne, Jefferson, and Plaguemines. This remedial
and/or responsive action shall include, but is not limited to,
compl eting the following actions by January 31, 2001:

1. Developing a prioritization plan for stabilizing the
saltwater marsh areas in the parishes of Lafourche,
Terrebonne, Jefferson, and Plaguemines (hereafter "affected
parishes"), which are most severely affected by browning
and/or die-off and giving priority ranking to the marsh areas
considered severely or moderately impacted that are located
in the vicinity of coastal communities, fresh water drinking
sources, emergency evacuation routes, and/or flood
protection systems;

2. Developing an emergency contingency plan for
reintroducing a sufficient amount of freshwater to the
saltwater marshes in the affected parishes to achieve normal
water salinity levels, and identifying factors and/or events
that would occur prior to the institution of such an
emergency contingency plan;

3. Evaluating the feasibility of expediting the
construction and early operation of the Davis Pond
Diversion Project;

4. Evaluating the feasibility of expanding the
operational functions of existing structures, such as the Old
River Control Structure, pump stations, and/or navigational
locks, to include non-traditional wetland restoration uses,

5. Evauating the feasibility of expediting proposed
projects to divert additional fresh water from the Mississippi
and AtchafalayaRivers; and

6. Evaluating the potential for utilizing satellite
remote sensing and computer modeling technology to
monitor wetland conditions and optimize management of
available fresh water.

SECTION 2: As far as practicable, the executive
assistant and the Authority shall collaborate and work in
conjunction with the executive director of the Barataria-
Terrebonne National Estuary Program to fulfill the duties set
forth in Section 1 of this Order.

SECTION 3: On or before January 31, 2001, the
Authority and the executive assistant shall jointly submit to
the governor, through the governor's specia assistant for
environmental affairs, a comprehensive report which
addresses the issues set forth in Section 1 of this Order.

SECTION 4:  All departments, commissions, boards,
agencies, and offices of the state, or any political subdivision
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thereof, are authorized and directed to cooperate in the
implementation of the provisions of this Order.

SECTION 5:  This Order is effective upon signature
and shall continue in effect until January 31, 2001, unless
amended, modified, terminated, or rescinded by the
governor, or terminated by operation of law prior to that
date.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have set my hand
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Sea of
Louisiana, at the Capital, in the city of Baton Rouge, on this
27th day of October, 2000.

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Governor

ATTEST BY

THE GOVERNOR

Fox McKeithen

Secretary of State

0011#005
EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 00-42
Continuation of Hiring Freeze
WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 1V, Section 5 of the

Louisiana Constitution of 1974, as amended, Act No. 11 of
the 2000 Second Extraordinary Session of the Louisiana
Legidature, Act No. 2 of the 2000 Second Extraordinary
Session of the Louisiana Legislature, and/or R.S. 42:375, the
governor may issue executive orders which prohibit the
filling of any new or existing employment vacancies in the
executive branch of state government (hereafter "hiring
freeze"); and

WHEREAS, to ensure that the state of Louisiana will
not suffer a budget deficit due to 2000-2001 appropriations
exceeding actual revenues, prudent money management
practices dictate that the best interests of the citizens of the
state of Louisiana will be served by continuing until
December 1, 2000, throughout the executive branch of state
government, the hiring freeze which was ordered through
June 30, 2000, by Executive Order No. MJF 2000-18, issued
May 4, 2000; continued until September 30, 2000, by
Executive Order No. MJF 2000-21, issued June 30, 2000;
and continued until November 1, 2000, by Executive Order
No. MJF 2000- 35, issued October 5, 2000;

NOW THEREFORE, I, M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JrR.,
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority
vested by the Constitution and laws of the state of Louisiana,
do hereby order and direct asfollows:

SECTION 1: Unless specifically exempted by
Section 2 of this Order, no vacancy in an existing or new
position of employment within the executive branch of state
government in a budget unit and/or activity funded by Act
No. 2 of the 2000 Second Extraordinary ®ssion of the
Louisiana Legislature (hereafter "Act No. 2") and/or Act No.
11 of the 2000 Second Extraordinary Session of the
Louisiana Legidlature (hereafter "Act No. 11"), which
existed on or occurred after May 4, 2000, the date of
issuance of Executive Order No. MJF 2000-18, shall be
filled without the express written approval of the
commissioner of administration (hereafter "hiring freeze").



SECTION 2:  All budget activities funded by Act No.
11 which were exempt from the hiring freeze ordered in
Executive Order No. MJF 2000-18 continue to be exempt
from the provisions of this Order. None of the budget
activities funded by Act No. 2 are exempt from the
provisions of this Order.

SECTION 3:  Each department, agency, office, board,
and/or commission shall file with the commissioner of
administration, on the tenth day of each month, a monthly
report reflecting projected savings that the department,
agency, office, board or commission will generate through
the implementation of this Order. Such reports shall reflect a
full accounting of personnel changes within the department,
agency, office, board or commission for the reporting period
covered, including an accounting of employment figures at
the beginning and end of the reporting period and the
number of vacancies filled and/or not filled during the
reporting period, pursuant to the provisions of this Order.
The reports shall include a categorized summary of
transactions which resulted pursuant to the exemption
granted in Section 2 of this Order and/or permitted pursuant
to Section 4 of this Order.

SECTION 4: The provisions of Section 4 of
Executive Order No. MJF 2000-18 are continued in effect.

SECTION 5:  This Order is effective upon signature
and shall remain in effect through December 1, 2000, or
until amended, modified, terminated, or rescinded by the
governor, or terminated by operation of law.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have set my hand
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of the state
of Louisiana, at the Capital, in the city of Baton Rouge, on
this 31st day of October, 2000.

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Governor

ATTEST BY

THE GOVERNOR

Fox McKeithen

Secretary of State
0011#007

EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 00-43

Bond AllocationCJefferson Parish Economic
Development and Port District

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Tax Reform Act of 1986
and Act 51 of the 1986 Regular Session of the Louisiana
Legislature, Executive Order No. MJF 96-25, as amended by
Executive Order No. MJF 2000-15, was issued to establish:

(1) a method for allocating bonds subject to private
activity bond volume limits, including the method of
allocating bonds subject to the private activity bond volume
limits for the calendar year of 2000 (hereafter "the 2000
Ceiling");

(2) the procedure for obtaining an allocation of
bonds under the 2000 Ceiling; and

(3) a system of central record keeping for such
alocations; and

WHEREAS, the Jefferson Parish  Economic
Development and Port District has requested an allocation
from the 2000 Ceiling to be used in connection with the
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acquisition and installation of three printing presses at the
Walle Corporation manufacturing facility located at 600
Elmwood Park Boulevard, parish of Jefferson, state of
Louisiana, in accordance with the provisions of Section 146
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended,;

NOW THEREFORE, I, M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR,,
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority
vested by the Constitution and the laws of the state of
Louisiana, do hereby order and direct asfollows:

SECTION 1: The bond issue, as described in this
Section, shall be and is hereby granted an allocation from the
private activity bond volume limits for the calendar year of
2000 asfollows:

Amount of Name of
Allocation Name of | ssuer Project
Jefferson Parish Economic Walle
$8,500,000 Development and Port District Corporation
SECTION 2: The granted allocation shall be used

only for the bond issue described in Section 1 and for the
general purpose set forth in the "Application for Allocation
of a Portion of the State of Louisiana Private Activity Bond
Ceiling" submitted in connection with the bond issue
described in Section 1.

SECTION 3: The granted allocation shall be valid
and in full force and effect through the end of 2000,
provided that such bonds are delivered to the initial
purchasers thereof on or before December 27, 2000.

SECTION 4: All references in this Order to the
singular shall include the plural, and all plural references
shall include the singular.

SECTION5: The undersigned certifies, under penalty
of perjury, that the granted alocation was not made in
consideration of any bribe, gift, or gratuity, or any direct or
indirect contribution to any political campaign. The
undersigned also certifies that the granted allocation meets
the requirements of Section 146 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986, as amended.

SECTION 6: This Order is effective upon signature
and shal remain in effect until amended, modified,
terminated, or rescinded by the governor, or terminated by
operation of law.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have set my hand
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of
Louisiana, at the Capitol, in the city of Baton Rouge, on this
2nd day of November, 2000.

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Governor

ATTEST BY

THE GOVERNOR

Fox McKeithen

Secretary of State
0011#031

EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 00-44
State W ater Policy Advisory Task Force

WHEREAS, the objectives of Louisiana: Vision
2020, the state of Louisiana's master plan for economic
development adopted by the Louisiana Legislature in 1999,
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recognize that the economic development and well-being of
the state is inextricably connected to the use of freshwater
from the state of L ouisiana's surface and aquifer sources,

WHEREAS, even though one of the primary natural
resources of the state of Louisiana is its bounty of surface
and ground water which sustains both the environmental
ecosystems of the state and the freshwater needs of
domestic, public, agricultural, industrial, commercial,
farming, aquacultural, and recreational users throughout the
state, some freshwater users have begun to experience
freshwater shortages and/or supply depletion, saltwater
intrusion, and/or ground subsidence;

WHEREAS, as freshwater use demands continue to
rise as a result of new uses and increasing demands from
existing users, consideration must be given to factors such as
the sufficiency of water availability for the future needs of
existing users and/or the environment, the protection and
conservation of the freshwater resources of the state, and/or
the viable options for optimum or more efficient use of the
state's freshwater resources,

WHEREAS, recent events, including saltwater marsh
browning or die-back resulting from a lack of freshwater
which caused seventeen thousand (17,000) acres of salt
marsh to be converted into vegetation-less mud flats, have
generated statewide interest and public concern about the
protection and conservation of the state of Louisianas
freshwater resources, particularly, about the type and/or
quantity of water use, and whether uses are appropriate
and/or do not optimize our vital freshwater resources; and

WHEREAS, the interests of the citizens of the state
of Louisiana will be best served by the creation of an
advisory task force charged with the duty of compiling
available regulations, policies and laws pertaining to
freshwater resource management, development,
maintenance, protection and/or conservation in the states,
districts, and territories of the United States (hereafter
"freshwater policies'); evaluating the suitability of adapting
such freshwater policies to the state of Louisiana in light of
the state's general and economic policy goals and objectives;
recommending a ground and surface water policy plan to the
governor which is suitable to the needs, goals, and objectives
of the state of Louisiana; and advising the governor
regarding all issues relevant to the state of Louisianas
freshwater resources, particularly its use, development,
protection, conservation, and/or management;

NOW THEREFORE, I, M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR.,
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority
vested by the Constitution and the laws of the state of
Louisiana, do hereby order and direct as follows:

SECTION 1: The State Water Policy Advisory Task
Force (hereafter "Task Force") is established within the
executive department, Office of the Governor.

SECTION 2: The duties of the Task Force shall
include, but are not limited to, the following:

A. Evaluating the policy considerations, goals,
and/or objectives relevant to the development, maintenance,
and/or implementation of a comprehensive policy for the
state of Louisiana on surface and ground water management,
particularly addressing the enhancement and/or development
of agriculture, industry, commerce, public and domestic
consumption, recreation, and fish and wildlife; the
maintenance of a balanced environmental ecosystem; and
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the achievement of the objectives of Louisiana: Vision 2020,
the state of Louisianas master plan for economic
development;

B. Evaluating the state of Louisianas current and
projected future groundwater resources, current and
projected future demands on those resources, and potential
aternatives for meeting current and projected future
groundwater use needs;

C Evauating the maximum sustainable yields in
each of the aquifers underlying the state of Louisiana;

D. Compiling the regulations, policies and laws
pertaining to the development, maintenance, protection, use,
management, and/or conservation of freshwater in the other
states, districts and/or territories of the United States;
evaluating the suitability of its application to the state of
L ouisiana considering pertinent policy considerations, goals,
and/or objectives referred to in subsection 2(A) of this
Order; and outlining a potential freshwater development,
management, and conservation policy plan for the state of
Louisiana (hereafter "water policy");

E paring a comprehensive emergency water policy
contingency plan for the state of Louisiana addressing
freshwater quality and/or quantity problems which may
occur as a result of drought, hurricanes, and/or other
emergency or crisis events,

F Anayzing whether existing freshwater programs
and/or projects may be used and/or adapted to achieve
greater, or more enhanced, environmentaly beneficial
effects and, if so the additional projected costs of such uses
and/or adaptions;

G Anayzing the potential for utilizing technologies
such as satellite remote sensing and computerized modeling
to improve and/or optimize management of the state of
Louisiana's freshwater resources,

H. Recommending and outlining the long and short
term water policy actions that may be implemented and/or
ingtituted in the state of Louisiana, including potential
legislation addressing groundwater management for the
2001 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature; and

I.  Recommending a time-line for completely
developing and implementing the state of Louisianas water
policy, and setting forth the resources necessary to fully
implement the water policy.

SECTION 3: By February 15, 2001, the Task Force
shall submit to the governor a final report on the issues set
forth in Section 2 of this Order.

SECTION 4: The Task Force shall be composed of
twenty-six (26) members who, unless otherwise specified,
shall be appointed by, and serve at the pleasure of, the
governor. The membership of the Task Force shall be
selected as follows:

A. Thegovernor, or the governor's designee;

B. The executive assistant of the Office of Coastal
Activities, Office of the Governor, or the executive

assistant's designee;

C. The secretary of the Department of
Environmental Quality, or the secretary's designee;

D. The secretary of the Department of

Transportation and Development, or the secretary's designee;
E The secretary of the Department of Natural
Resources, or the secretary's designee;



F.  The secretary of the Department of Health and
Hospitals, or the secretary's designee;

G The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, or the secretary's designes;

H. The commissioner of the Department of
Agriculture and Forestry, or the commissioner's designee;

I.  The president of the Louisiana Senate, or
president's designee;

J. The speaker of the Louisiana House of
Representatives, or the speaker's designes;

the

K. The chair of the Senate Committee on
Environmental Quality, or the chair's designee;
L. The chair of the House Committee on

Environment, or the chair's designee;

M. The chair of the Governor's Task Force on
Environmental Protection and Preservation;

N. The chancellor of the Louisiana State University
Agricultural Center, or the chancellor's designes;

O. The district chief, United States Geological
Survey, Water Resources Division, or the district chief's
designesg;

P.  The district engineer of the United States Army
Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District, or the district
engineer's designee;

Q. Thedirector of the Louisiana Geological Survey,
or the director's designes;

R. The executive director of the Louisiana Wildlife
Federation, or the executive director's designes;

S.  The president of the Louisiana Farm Bureau, or
the president's designee;

T. The president of the Louisiana Chemical
Association, or the president's designes;

U. The executive director of the Coalition to Restore
Coastal Louisiana, or the executive director's designes;

V. One (1) representative of the Louisiana Rural
Water Association;

W. Two (2)
conservation districts;

X. One (1) representative of the Louisiana Rice
Grower's Association; and

representatives of ground water
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Y. One (1) representative of suppliers of water to
municipalities operating within the state of Louisiana

SECTION 5:  The governor shall appoint the chair
and vice-chair of the Task Force. All other officers, if any,
shall be elected by the membership of the Task Force.

SECTION 6: The Task Force shall meet at regularly
scheduled intervals and at the call of the chair.

SECTION 7: Task Force members shall not receive
additional compensation or a per diem from the Office of the
Governor for serving on the Task Force. However, state
officers and/or employees may seek reimbursement of travel
expenses, in accordance with PPM 49, from their employing
and/or elected department, agency, and/or office.

SECTION 8: Facilities for the meetings of the Task
Force shall be arranged by the Office of the Governor.
Support staff for the Task Force shall be provided by the
departments and/or agencies of the executive branch as
requested by the chair of the Task Force.

SECTION 9:  All departments, commissions, boards,
agencies, and offices of the state, or any political subdivision
thereof, are authorized and directed to cooperate with the
Task Force in implementing the provisions of this Order.

SECTION 10: This Order is effective upon signature
and shall continue in effect until amended, modified,
terminated, or rescinded by the governor, or terminated by
operation of law.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have set my hand
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of
Louisiana, at the Capitol, in the city of Baton Rouge, on this
6h day of November, 2000.

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Governor

ATTEST BY

THE GOVERNOR

Fox McKeithen

Secretary of State
0011#037
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