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Executive Orders 
 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 01-12 

Chief Information Officer 

WHEREAS, each year the state of Louisiana spends 
several hundred million dollars on information technology 
(hereafter "IT"); 

WHEREAS, due to the sizable amount of the state of 
Louisiana=s annual IT expenditures, the interests of the 
citizens of the state would be best served by the 
development and formulation of a master IT plan which 
correlates the IT expenditures of the executive branch to the 
priorities set forth in the state=s strategic business plan for 
the efficient and effective administration of state 
government;  

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. MJF 98-32 was 
issued on July 9, 1998, to create the position of chief 
information officer within the Division of Administration 
(hereafter "CIO") and to direct the CIO to develop, 
formulate, and implement a master IT plan and reorganize 
and consolidate the IT related operations and programs of 
the executive branch of state government; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to replace Executive 
Order No. MJF 98-32 to clarify the duties and functions of 
the CIO; 

NOW THEREFORE I, M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR., 
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority 
vested by the Constitution and laws of the state of Louisiana, 
do hereby order and direct as follows: 

SECTION 1:  
A. The Office of Information Technology and the 

position of chief information officer (hereafter "CIO") are 
created and established within the Executive Department, 
Office of the Governor, Division of Administration.  

B. The CIO shall manage and direct the Office of 
Information Technology. 

SECTION 2:  
A. The CIO shall provide strategic direction and 

coordination of information technology (hereafter "IT") 
operations, programs, activities, and services for all the 
executive departments, agencies, entities, offices, boards, 
and/or commissions in the executive branch of state 
government with the exception of those operating under the 
authority of the Board of Regents, Board of Supervisors for 
the University of Louisiana System, Board of Supervisors of 
Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical 
College, Board of Supervisors of Southern University and 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, Board of Supervisors of 
Community and Technical Colleges, or a statewide elected 
official other than the governor, unless their inclusion is 
requested, (hereafter "executive agencies"). 

B. The CIO shall also perform all duties and 
functions that the commissioner of administration deems 
necessary for the proper, efficient, and economical 
administration of IT operations, programs, activities, and 
services of the executive agencies including, but not limited 
to, the following: 

 1. overseeing the implementation of a master IT 
plan; 
 2. establishing IT standards and guidelines 
suitable for statewide application for hardware, software, 
services, contractual arrangements, consolidation of systems, 
and/or consolidation of management of systems; 
 3. reviewing, coordinating, standardizing, and 
approving IT strategic business technology planning, IT 
procurement, IT budgeting, and IT personnel;  
 4. implementing strategic IT planning, including 
the review and approval of the planning, design, acquisition, 
and operation of IT systems;  
 5. assessing the performance of IT systems and 
technology operations; 
 6. overseeing and/or coordinating the 
centralization of technology systems and data processing 
systems, including consolidation and outsourcing; and 
 7. overseeing telecommunication (voice data, 
video, etc.) systems. 

SECTION 3: The CIO shall be appointed by, and 
serve at the pleasure of, the governor. 

SECTION 4: The salary of the CIO shall be 
determined by the commissioner of administration. Support 
staff, office facilities, and operating expenses for the Office 
of Information Technology and/or the CIO shall be provided 
by the Division of Administration. 

SECTION 5: No provision in this Order shall be 
interpreted or construed so as to create any right of action, 
cause of action, and/or substantive, procedural, and/or 
equitable right enforceable by, or in favor of, any person or 
entity against the state of Louisiana, any department, 
commission, board, entity, agency, office, or political 
subdivision of the state of Louisiana, and/or any officer or 
employee thereof. 

SECTION 6: All departments, commissions, boards, 
offices, entities, agencies, and officers of the state of 
Louisiana, or any political subdivision thereof, are 
authorized and directed to cooperate in the implementation 
of the provisions of this Order. 

SECTION 7: Executive Order No. MJF 98-32, issued 
on July 9, 1998, is hereby rescinded and terminated. 

SECTION 8: This Order is effective upon signature 
and shall remain in effect until amended, modified, 
terminated, or rescinded by the governor, or terminated by 
operation of law. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand 
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of the state 
of Louisiana, at the Capitol, in the city of Baton Rouge, on 
this 13th day of March, 2001.  

 
M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr. 
Governor 

ATTEST BY 
THE GOVERNOR 
Fox McKeithen 
Secretary of State 
0104#002 
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EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 01-13 

Information Technology Expenditure Freeze 

WHEREAS, the Office of Information Technology 
and the position of chief information officer (hereafter 
"CIO") were created within the executive department, 
Division of Administration, by Executive Order No. MJF 
98-32, issued on July 9, 1998, as amended by Executive 
Order No. MJF 2001-12, issued on March 13, 2001, to 
provide strategic direction, planning, and coordination of 
information technology (hereafter "IT") operations, 
programs, activities, and/or services for all the executive 
departments, agencies, entities, offices, boards, and/or 
commissions in the executive branch of state government 
with the exception of those operating under the authority of 
the Board of Regents, Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System, Board of Supervisors of 
Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical 
College, Board of Supervisors of Southern University and 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, Board of Supervisors 
of Community and Technical Colleges, or a statewide 
elected official other than the governor, unless their 
inclusion is requested, (hereafter "executive agencies");  

WHEREAS, the CIO is in the process of developing 
an IT master plan for the executive agencies which will 
include IT standards and guidelines for hardware, software, 
contracts, systems and consolidation and/or management of 
systems, and encompass the millions of dollars expended 
annually on IT by the executive agencies (hereafter "master 
plan"); 

WHEREAS, the development of the master plan may 
take several months and, during that period, there is a 
significant likelihood that sizeable IT expenditures will be 
made by executive agencies which may be inconsistent with 
the master plan; and 

WHEREAS, prudent money management practices 
dictate that the best interests of the citizens of the state of 
Louisiana will be served by preventing fiscal waste by 
instituting a freeze on new and/or additional IT expenditures 
over fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) until the master plan 
is adopted and implemented; 

NOW THEREFORE I, M. J. AMIKE@ FOSTER, JR., 
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority 
vested by the Constitution and laws of this state, do hereby 
order and direct as follows:  

SECTION 1:  
A. Unless specifically exempted by a provision of this 

Order, no information technology expenditure (hereafter "IT 
expenditure") described in and/or funded by an 
appropriation through Act No. 2 of the 2000 Second 
Extraordinary Session of the Louisiana Legislature 
(hereafter "Act No. 2") and/or Act No. 11 of the 2000 
Second Extraordinary Session of the Louisiana Legislature 
(hereafter "Act No. 11") in an amount in excess of fifteen 
thousand dollars ($15,000), alone or in aggregate, (hereafter 
"IT expenditure freeze") shall be made without the express 
written approval of the chief information officer (hereafter 
"CIO"). 

B. The IT expenditure freeze ordered in subsection 
1(A) of this Order shall not apply to  

1) IT expenditures which the state of Louisiana 
and/or an agency, department, office, entity, board, and/or 
commission in the executive branch of state government is 
legally obligated to make and/or complete as a result of a 
fully executed and perfected purchase order, contract, and/or 
other contractual commitment in effect at the time of 
issuance of this Order;  

2) appropriations in schedules 04 and/or 19 of Act 
No. 2 and/or Act No. 11, except for appropriations to  
 (a) the Office of Student Financial Assistance (19-
661),  
 (b) the Louisiana Educational Television Authority 
(19-662),  
 (c) the Council for Development of French in 
Louisiana (19-663), and/or  
 (d) the Department of Education (19-678);  

3) IT items funded through the following budget 
categories  
 (a) salaries and/or other forms of compensation 
and related benefits,  
 (b) travel,  
 (c) major repairs, and/or  
 (d) interagency transfers; or 4) IT expenditures for 
training. 

SECTION 2:  
A. The CIO is authorized to grant any agency, 

department, office, entity, board and/or commission in the 
executive branch of state government an exemption, on a 
case by case basis, or by category, from all or a part of the IT 
expenditure freeze ordered in subsection 1(A) of this Order, 
as he deems necessary and appropriate. Such an exemption 
shall be express and in writing. 

B. Requests for an exemption from all or part of the 
IT expenditure freeze ordered in subsection 1(A) of this 
Order, on a case by case basis, or by category, shall be 
submitted only by the secretary or head of a department or 
by the head of an agency, office, entity, board, or 
commission which is not within a department. Each request 
shall be in writing and contain full justification for the 
request. Requests for an exemption for an IT expenditure of 
one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) or more shall also 
be submitted with a Budget Request Form IT-10. 

C. The CIO is authorized to develop guidelines for 
requests for exemption from all or a part of the IT 
expenditure freeze ordered in subsection 1(A) of this Order 
and/or to facilitate the administration of this Order. 

D. If necessary, the CIO may develop definitions for 
the terms and/or the descriptions used in this Order.  

SECTION 3: All departments, commissions, boards, 
offices, entities, agencies, and officers of the state of 
Louisiana, or any political subdivision thereof, are 
authorized and directed to cooperate in the implementation 
of the provisions of this Order. 

SECTION 4: This Order is effective upon signature 
and shall continue in effect through May 1, 2001, or until 
amended, modified, terminated, or rescinded by the 
governor, or terminated by operation of law. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand 
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of 
Louisiana, at the Capitol, in the city of Baton Rouge, on this 
13th day of March, 2001.  

 
M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr. 
Governor 

ATTEST BY 
THE GOVERNOR 
Fox McKeithen 
Secretary of State 
0104#001 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 01-14 

Year 2000 Compliant 

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. MJF 96-50, issued 
on October 17, 1996, as amended by Executive Order No. 
MJF 98-4, issued on January 22, 1998, ordered all state 
agencies, commissions, boards, entities, and departments of 
the state of Louisiana (hereafter "agency") to add a provision 
that requires year 2000 compliance in all state contracts for 
the purchase or acquisition of computer, hardware, software, 
firmware, data processing services, or information systems 
and/or computer items in excess of five thousand dollars 
($5,000); to evaluate the impact of the year 2000 transition 
on their agency=s existing computer information systems; 
and to take corrective action to prevent all potential adverse 
effects that the year 2000 transition may have on their 
agency; and 

WHEREAS, as the state of Louisiana achieved its 
goals for year 2000 compliance, it is no longer necessary to 
apply the mandates of Executive Order No. MJF 96-50, as 
amended by Executive Order No. MJF 98-4, to new state 
contracts; 

NOW THEREFORE, I, M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR., 
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority 
vested by the Constitution and the laws of the state of 
Louisiana, do hereby order and direct as follows: 

SECTION 1: Section 3 of Executive Order No. MJF 
96-50, issued on October 17, 1996, as amended by 
Executive Order No. MJF 98-4, issued on January 22, 1998, 
is amended to provide as follows: 

 A. The provisions of this Order shall not 
apply to any contract perfected or entered into 
prior to October 17, 1996. 
 B. The provisions of this Order shall not 
apply to any contract perfected or entered into 
after March 15, 2001. 

SECTION 2: All other paragraphs, sections, and 
subsections of Executive Order No. MJF 96-50, as amended 
by Executive Order No. MJF 98-4, shall remain in full force 
and effect. 

SECTION 3: All departments, commissions, boards, 
offices, entities, agencies, and officers of the state of 
Louisiana, or any political subdivision thereof, are 
authorized and directed to cooperate in the implementation 
of the provisions of this Order. 

SECTION 4: This Order is effective upon signature 
and shall remain in effect until amended, modified, 
terminated, or rescinded by the governor, or terminated by 
operation of law. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand 
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of 
Louisiana, at the Capitol, in the city of Baton Rouge, on this 
16th day of March, 2001. 

 
M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr. 
Governor 

ATTEST BY 
THE GOVERNOR 
Fox McKeithen 
Secretary of State 
0104#004 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 01-15 

Bond AllocationCLouisiana Local  
Government Environmental Facilities and  

Community Development Authority 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Tax Reform Act of 1986 
and Act 51 of the 1986 Regular Session of the Louisiana 
Legislature, Executive Order No. MJF 96-25, as amended by 
Executive Order No. MJF 2000-15, was issued to establish:  

(1) a method for allocating bonds subject to private 
activity bond volume limits, including the method of 
allocating bonds subject to the private activity bond volume 
limits for the calendar year of 2001 (hereafter Athe 2001 
Ceiling@);  

(2) the procedure for obtaining an allocation of bonds 
under the 2001 Ceiling; and  

(3) a system of central record keeping for such 
allocations; and 

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Local Governmental 
Environmental Facilities and Community Development 
Authority has requested an allocation from the 2001 Ceiling 
to be used in connection with a project to provide financing 
for an expansion of a brew house facility and the acquisition, 
construction, and installation of brewery equipment for a 
facility located at 21084 Highway 36, Covington, parish of 
St. Tammany, state of Louisiana, in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 146 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, as amended;  

NOW THEREFORE, I, M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR., 
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority 
vested by the Constitution and the laws of the state of 
Louisiana, do hereby order and direct as follows: 

SECTION 1: The bond issue, as described in this 
Section, shall be and is hereby granted an allocation from the 
private activity bond volume limits for the calendar year of 
2001 as follows: 

 
Amount of Allocation Name of Issuer Name of Project 

$1,410,000 

Louisiana Local 
Governmental 

Environmental and 
Community 

Abita Brewing Co., 
L.L.C. 

 
SECTION 2: The granted allocation shall be used 

only for the bond issue described in Section 1 and for the 
general purpose set forth in the AApplication for Allocation 
of a Portion of the State of Louisiana Private Activity Bond 
Ceiling@ submitted in connection with the bond issue 
described in Section 1. 
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SECTION 3: The granted allocation shall be valid 
and in full force and effect through the end of 2001, 
provided that such bonds are delivered to the initial 
purchasers thereof on or before June 25, 2001. 

SECTION 4: All references in this  Order to the 
singular shall include the plural, and all plural references 
shall include the singular. 

SECTION 5: The undersigned certifies, under penalty 
of perjury, that the granted allocation was not made in 
consideration of any bribe, gift, or gratuity, or any direct or 
indirect contribution to any political campaign. The 
undersigned also certifies that the granted allocation meets 
the requirements of Section 146 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, as amended. 

SECTION 6: This Order is effective upon signature 
and shall remain in effect until amended, modified, 
terminated, or rescinded by the governor, or terminated by 
operation of law. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand 
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of 
Louisiana, at the Capitol, in the city of Baton Rouge, on this 
27th day of March, 2001. 

 
M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr. 
Governor 

ATTEST BY 
THE GOVERNOR 
Fox McKeithen 
Secretary of State 
0104#011 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 01-16 

Bond AllocationCParish of Desoto, State of Louisiana 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Tax Reform Act of 1986 
and Act 51 of the 1986 Regular Session of the Louisiana 
Legislature, Executive Order No. MJF 96-25, as amended by 
Executive Order No. MJF 2000-15, was issued to establish:  

(1) a method for allocating bonds subject to private 
activity bond volume limits, including the method of 
allocating bonds subject to the private activity bond volume 
limits for the calendar year of 2001 (hereafter Athe 2001 
Ceiling@);  

(2) the procedure for obtaining an allocation of bonds 
under the 2001 Ceiling; and  

(3) a system of central record keeping for such 
allocations; and 

WHEREAS, the parish of DeSoto, state of Louisiana, 
has requested an additional allocation from the 2001 Ceiling 
to be used in connection with a program to provide financing 
for the acquisition, construction, and installation of certain 
sewage and solid waste disposal facilities at the Mansfield 
pulp and paper mill in the parish of DeSoto, state of 
Louisiana, located approximately seventeen (17) miles east 
of Mansfield, parish of DeSoto, and approximately four (4) 
miles west of Highway 1 on the north side of Highway 509, 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 146 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended;  

NOW THEREFORE, I, M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR., 
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority 
vested by the Constitution and the laws of the state of 
Louisiana, do hereby order and direct as follows: 

SECTION 1: The bond issue, as described in this 
Section, shall be and is hereby granted an allocation from the 
private activity bond volume limits for the calendar year of 
2001 as follows: 

 
Amount of Allocation Name of Issuer Name of Project 

$3,900,000 Parish of DeSoto, 
State of Louisiana 

International Paper 
Company 

 
SECTION 2: The granted allocation shall be used 

only for the bond issue described in Section 1 and for the 
general purpose set forth in the AApplication for Allocation 
of a Portion of the State of Louisiana Private Activity Bond 
Ceiling@ submitted in connection with the bond issue 
described in Section 1. 

SECTION 3: The granted allocation shall be valid 
and in full force and effect through the end of 2001, 
provided that such bonds are delivered to the initial 
purchasers thereof on or before June 25, 2001. 

SECTION 4: All references in this Order to the 
singular shall include the plural, and all plural references 
shall include the singular. 

SECTION 5: The undersigned certifies, under penalty 
of perjury, that the granted allocation was not made in 
consideration of any bribe, gift, or gratuity, or any direct or 
indirect contribution to any political campaign. The 
undersigned also certifies that the granted allocation meets 
the requirements of Section 146 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, as amended. 

SECTION 6: This Order is effective upon signature 
and shall remain in effect until amended, modified, 
terminated, or rescinded by the governor, or terminated by 
operation of law. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand 
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of 
Louisiana, at the Capitol, in the city of Baton Rouge, on this 
27th day of March, 2001. 

 
M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr. 
Governor 

ATTEST BY 
THE GOVERNOR 
Fox McKeithen 
Secretary of State 
0104#012 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 01-17 

Bond AllocationCIndustrial Development Board  
of the City of New Orleans, Louisiana, Inc.  

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Tax Reform Act of 1986 
and Act 51 of the 1986 Regular Session of the Louisiana 
Legislature, Executive Order No. MJF 96-25, as amended by 
Executive Order No. MJF 2000-15, was issued to establish:  

(1) a method for allocating bonds subject to private 
activity bond volume limits, including the method of 
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allocating bonds subject to the private activity bond volume 
limits for the calendar year of 2001 (hereafter Athe 2001 
Ceiling@);  

(2) the procedure for obtaining an allocation of bonds 
under the 2001 Ceiling; and  

(3) a system of central record keeping for such 
allocations; and 

WHEREAS, the Industrial Development Board of the 
City of New Orleans, Louisiana, Inc., has requested an 
allocation from the 2001 Ceiling to be used to finance the 
acquisition, construction, and installation of a mixed-income 
housing/commercial development facility project located at 
909 Felicity Street, New Orleans, parish of Orleans, state of 
Louisiana, in accordance with the provisions of Section 146 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended;  

NOW THEREFORE, I, M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR., 
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority 
vested by the Constitution and the laws of the state of 
Louisiana, do hereby order and direct as follows: 

SECTION 1: The bond issue, as described in this 
Section, shall be and is hereby granted an allocation from the 
private activity bond volume limits for the calendar year of 
2001 as follows: 

 
Amount of Allocation Name of Issuer Name of Project 

$21,000,000 
Industrial Development 

Board of the City of New 
Orleans, Louisiana, Inc. 

CSI Rental, L.L.C. 

 
SECTION 2: The granted allocation shall be used 

only for the bond issue described in Section 1 and for the 
general purpose set forth in the AApplication for Allocation 
of a Portion of the State of Louisiana Private Activity Bond 
Ceiling@ submitted in connection with the bond issue 
described in Section 1. 

SECTION 3: The granted allocation shall be valid 
and in full force and effect through the end of 2001, 
provided that such bonds are delivered to the initial 
purchasers thereof on or before June 25, 2001. 

SECTION 4: All references in this Order to the 
singular shall include the plural, and all plural references 
shall include the singular. 

SECTION 5: The undersigned certifies, under penalty 
of perjury, that the granted allocation was not made in 
consideration of any bribe, gift, or gratuity, or any direct or 
indirect contribution to any political campaign. The 
undersigned also certifies that the granted allocation meets 
the requirements of Section 146 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, as amended. 

SECTION 6: This Order is effective upon signature 
and shall remain in effect until amended, modified, 
terminated, or rescinded by the governor, or terminated by 
operation of law. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand 
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of 

Louisiana, at the Capitol, in the city of Baton Rouge, on this 
27th day of March, 2001. 

 
M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr. 
Governor 

ATTEST BY 
THE GOVERNOR 
Fox McKeithen 
Secretary of State 
0104#013 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 01-18 

Bond AllocationCCalcasieu Parish Public Trust Authority  

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Tax Reform Act of 1986 
and Act 51 of the 1986 Regular Session of the Louisiana 
Legislature, Executive Order No. MJF 96-25, as amended by 
Executive Order No. MJF 2000-15, was issued to establish:  

(1) a method for allocating bonds subject to private 
activity bond volume limits, including the method of 
allocating bonds subject to the private activity bond volume 
limits for the calendar year of 2001 (hereafter Athe 2001 
Ceiling@);  

(2) the procedure for obtaining an allocation of bonds 
under the 2001 Ceiling; and  

(3) a system of central record keeping for such 
allocations; and 

WHEREAS, the Calcasieu Parish Public Trust 
Authority has requested an allocation from the 2001 Ceiling 
to be used in connection with a program to provide financing 
for the acquisition, construction, installation, and equipping 
of an office and a manufacturing facility for Groth 
Equipment Corporation to be located in the parish of 
Calcasieu, state of Louisiana, in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 146 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, as amended;  

NOW THEREFORE, I, M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR., 
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority 
vested by the Constitution and the laws of the state of 
Louisiana, do hereby order and direct as follows: 

SECTION 1: The bond issue, as described in this 
Section, shall be and is hereby granted an allocation from the 
private activity bond volume limits for the calendar year of 
2001 as follows: 

 
Amount of Allocation Name of Issuer Name of Project 

$1,000,000 Calcasieu Parish 
Public Trust Authority 

Groth Equipment 
Corporation 

 
SECTION 2: The granted allocation shall be used 

only for the bond issue described in Section 1 and for the 
general purpose set forth in the AApplication for Allocation 
of a Portion of the State of Louisiana Private Activity Bond 
Ceiling@ submitted in connection with the bond issue 
described in Section 1. 
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SECTION 3: The granted allocation shall be valid 
and in full force and effect through the end of 2001, 
provided that such bonds are delivered to the initial 
purchasers thereof on or before June 25, 2001. 

SECTION 4: All references in this Order to the 
singular shall include the plural, and all plural references 
shall include the singular. 

SECTION 5: The undersigned certifies, under penalty 
of perjury, that the granted allocation was not made in 
consideration of any bribe, gift, or gratuity, or any direct or 
indirect contribution to any political campaign. The 
undersigned also certifies that the granted allocation meets 
the requirements of Section 146 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, as amended. 

SECTION 6: This Order is effective upon signature 
and shall remain in effect until amended, modified, 
terminated, or rescinded by the governor, or terminated by 
operation of law. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand 
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of 
Louisiana, at the Capitol, in the city of Baton Rouge, on this 
27th day of March, 2001. 

 
M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr. 
Governor 

ATTEST BY 
THE GOVERNOR 
Fox McKeithen 
Secretary of State 
0104#014 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER MJF 01-19 

Louisiana Commission on Marriage and Family 

WHEREAS, marriage is more than a civil contract 
which transforms the contracting man and woman into a 
legally and publicly recognized partnership, as it is also a 
special form of social and legal dependence entered for the 
purpose of founding and maintaining a family; 

WHEREAS, studies reveal that societal benefits 
result from marriage and two-parent families, as married 
men and women live longer, are healthier, are less 
depressed, and have fewer heart attacks, diseases, and 
alcohol related problems than unmarried men and women 
and, as compared to children born to single and/or of 
divorced parents, children growing up in two-parent families 
are more likely to graduate from high school, less likely to 
have behavioral or emotional problems, less likely to be 
suspended or expelled from or drop out of school, less likely 
to contract childhood diseases and/or die, and boys are less 
likely to use drugs or alcohol or commit suicide, while girls 
are less likely to become sexually active at an early age; 

WHEREAS, children growing up in two-parent 
families have an advantage over children with single-parents 
from their access to both parents for emotional, educational, 
spiritual, and moral support, additional family time, and 
reinforcement of discipline and family values; 

WHEREAS, due to divorce and single-parent births, 
twenty-three million children in the United States are 
disadvantaged from growing up in a household without both 
their parents, including forty-five percent (45%) of the 

children born in the state of Louisiana and sixty-five (65%) 
born in the parish of Orleans to single parents in 1998; 

WHEREAS, the future of the state of Louisiana is 
inextricably tied to the physical, intellectual, emotional, and 
moral growth of the children of this state and their future is 
being compromised by the rising rate of single-parenting, 
which increases the likelihood of juvenile crime, drug use, 
poverty, child abuse, domestic violence, remedial and 
special education, and welfare; and 

WHEREAS, the interests of the citizens of the state 
of Louisiana will be best served by creating a commission 
on marriage and family charged with the duty of advising 
the governor on the means to improve the social and 
personal well-being of the people of this state, especially the 
children, by strengthening marriages and/or family units and 
reducing the incidence of single-parenting;  

NOW THEREFORE I, M. J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR., 
Governor of the state of Louisiana, by virtue of the 
authority vested by the Constitution and laws of this state, do 
hereby order and direct as follows:  

SECTION 1: The Louisiana Commission on 
Marriage and Family (hereafter "Commission") is 
established within the executive department, Office of the 
Governor. 

SECTION 2: The duties of the Commission shall be 
as follows: 

A. Collect and analyze data on the social and personal 
effects of marriage, two -parent child-rearing, and single-
parent child-rearing, within the state of Louis iana; 

B. Review and analyze all laws, rules and regulations, 
programs and/or policies of the state of Louisiana and/or any 
of the departments, commissions, boards, agencies, and/or 
offices in the executive branch thereof, which pertain to 
taxes, public assistance or benefits, education, childcare 
and/or public services, for neutrality regarding the institution 
of marriage so that marriage is not discouraged, 
discriminated against and/or undermined; 

C. Propose and analyze initiatives, programs, policies, 
and/or incentives that would induce and/or encourage low-
income couples and/or welfare recipients to marry; 

D. Propose and analyze programs, policies, 
curriculums, and/or initiatives, especially those that may be 
funded with Temporary Assistance for Needy Family 
("TANF") funds, which encourage the formation of two-
parent families, prevent and/or reduce the incidence of 
single-parent births, strengthen existing marriages that are in 
jeopardy, encourage postponing child-bearing until after 
both parents have attained a post-secondary education and/or 
post-secondary technical/job training; promote responsible 
fatherhood, and/or motivate fathers to be continuously 
involved in and supportive of their children and/or families;  

E. Propose and analyze programs, policies, 
curriculums, and/or community-based partnerships that may 
be utilized and/or developed to teach marriage skills, 
anger/conflict management skills, money management skills, 
parenting skills, and/or about the differences in 
communication styles and emotional needs between men and 
women in marriage; and 

F. Analyze the policy considerations and issues 
involved in encouraging and/or requiring counseling and/or 
mediation prior to divorce and providing such counseling 
and/or mediation with public funds. 
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SECTION 3: Commencing February 1, 2002, and 
each February 1st thereafter, the Commission shall submit a 
detailed annual report to the governor which addresses the 
issues set forth in Section 2 of this Order. 

SECTION 4: The Commission shall be composed of 
a maximu m of twenty-eight (28) members who, unless 
otherwise specified, shall be appointed by, and serve at the 
pleasure of, the governor. The membership of the 
Commission shall be selected as follows: 

A. the governor, or the governor’s designee; 
B. the secretary of the Department of Social Services, 

or the secretary’s designee; 
C. the secretary of the Department of Health and 

Hospitals, or the secretary’s designee;  
D. the secretary of the Department of Labor, or the 

secretary’s designee; 
E. the commissioner of higher education, or the 

commissioner’s designee; 
F. the superintendent of the Department of Education, 

or the superintendent’s designee; 
G. the executive director of the Children’s Cabinet, 

Office of the Governor, or the executive director’s designee; 
H. the executive director of the Office of Women’s 

Services, Office of the Governor, or the executive director’s 
designee; 

I. two (2) members of the Senate, nominated by the 
president of the Senate; 

J. two (2) members of the House of Representatives, 
nominated by the speaker of the House of Representatives; 

K. a representative of the Louisiana Coordinating 
Council on Domestic Violence; 

L. a representative of the Louisiana Women’s Policy 
and Research Commission; 

M. a member of the Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education; 

N. a citizen of the state of Louisiana representing the 
interests and concerns of two-parent families; 

O. a citizen of the state of Louisiana representing the 
interests and concerns of single-parent families; and 

P. eleven (11) citizens of the state of Louisiana who 
have significant academic and/or professional expertise in 
one (1) or more of the following areas: 

1. marriage education and/or marriage skills 
training; 

2. marriage, family and/or juvenile counseling 
and/or mediation; 

3. education; 
4. law; 
5. public health;  
6. sociology, social science, and/or social work; and 
7. community programs and/or assistance. 

SECTION 5: The governor shall appoint the chair of 
the Commission. All other officers, if any, shall be elected 
by the membership of the Commission. 

SECTION 6: The Commission shall meet at regularly 
scheduled intervals and at the call of the chair. 

SECTION 7: Support staff, facilities, and resources 
for the meetings of the Commission shall be provided by the 
Department of Social Services. 

SECTION 8:  
A. Commission members shall not receive additional 

compensation or a per diem for serving on the Commission. 
B. Commission members who are an employee or an 

elected public official of the state of Louisiana may seek 
reimbursement of travel expenses, in accordance with PPM 
49, from their employing and/or elected department, agency, 
and/or office. 

SECTION 9: All departments, commissions, boards, 
agencies, and officers of the state, or any political 
subdivision thereof, are authorized and directed to cooperate 
with the Commission in implementing the provisions of this 
Order. 

SECTION 10: This Order is effective upon signature 
and shall continue in effect until amended, modified, 
terminated, or rescinded by the governor, or terminated by 
operation of law. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand 
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of 
Louisiana, at the Capitol, in the city of Baton Rouge, on this 
6th day of April, 2001. 

 
M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr. 
Governor 

ATTEST BY 
THE GOVERNOR 
Fox McKeithen 
Secretary of State 
0104#031 
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