Safer, Stronger, Smarter:
Office of Community Development — Disaster Recovery Unit

Recovery Snapshot

Research Commercialization and
Educational Enhancement Program

Increased research in key subject areas with commercial potential by developing
economic opportunities in storm impacted areas and by enhancing the quality and
availability of undergraduate and graduate education in targeted disciplines

Administering Agency: Louisiana Board of Regents Allocation: $27,792,338

National Objective(s): Urgent Need

Accomplishments

e 258 faculty recruited/retained

e 133,941 students recruited/retained

e 1,655 articles published in, or under consideration by, peer-reviewed publications
e 609 technology transfers, patents, disclosures or licenses applied for or received
e 47 businesses were started as a result of the activities of this program

General Information

Implemented by the Board of Regents, the Research Commercialization and Education Enhancement
Program was designed to retain and rebuild the research and educational capacity of storm-impacted
areas by developing a strategic path to capitalize on their commercial potential. Through this initiative, a
comprehensive approach was developed to restore research, as well as education and training capacity,
at impacted post-secondary institutions and to create an infrastructure to enhance transfer of the
technology developed within these institutions to Louisiana companies.
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A strategic plan was written by a third party to achieve three main objectives: 1) recommend research
areas for focus that build on existing research and business strengths and have reasonable opportunity
for Louisiana to compete nationally; 2) assess current assets and recommend systems and infrastructure
needed to further develop and commercialize technologies developed at our universities and specialized
research centers; and 3) recommend ways to strengthen education and training to support workforce
needs at different levels and promote economic development.

Disaster recovery funds were used to: retain and attract top research faculty and develop top research
facilities; retain key faculty to promote education and training; expand student education and training
by providing need- and merit- based support; restore resources such as replacing equipment and
purchasing supplies; and enhance research training for students.

Research Commercialization/
Educational Enhancement Program

(as of Mar. 31, 2015)

Parish Amount Disbursed
East Baton Rouge $3,307,159
Lafayette $2,647,761
Orleans $20,108,508
Plaquemines $912,459
Total $27,792,338

For More Information: http://www.doa.louisiana.gov/cdbg/ and
http://www.rebuild.la.gov/




