16™H JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ST. MARY

STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO: 1 2 87 8 ‘R DIVISION: DIV.“C”

STATE OF LOUISIANA-DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION,
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT,
DISASTER RECOVERY UNIT —

HAZARD MITIGATION GRANT PROGRAM

VS.

CHANTEL YUVETTE COLBERT AND
CLAUDE COLBERT JR.

PETITION FOR DECLARATORY JUDGMENT AND FOR
JUDGMENT TO RECOVER HAZARD MITIGATION
GRANT PROGRAM FUNDS

NOW INTO COURT, through undersigned counsel, comes Petitioner, the State of
Louisiana, Office of Community Development, Disaster Recovery Unit - Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program (hereinafter “HMGP”), which respectfully files this Petition for Declaratory Judgment
and for Judgment to Recover Hazard Mitigation Grant Program Funds. In support, HMGP
respectfully represents:

1.

The Defendants in this case are Chantel Yuvette Colbert (hereinafter “Chantel Colbert) and
Claude Colbert Jr. (hereinafter “Claude Colbert”), both major domiciliaries of St. Mary Parish,
who voluntarily participated in HMGP to mitigate their home after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

2.

HMGP is a mitigation program funded by FEMA and is administered by the State of
Louisiana, the grantee. HMGP assists homeowners whose homes were damaged as a result of
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. It also helps homeowners in coastal Louisiana protect their homes
from damage, which may occur in future natural disasters, by elevating their homes, reconstructing
safer structures, or installing individual mitigation measures. The State of Louisiana serves as the
funding vehicle by which FEMA funds are awarded to eligible homeowners.

3.

Defendants executed a Voluntary Participation Agreement (hereinafter “VPA”) on April

12, 2010, to participate in HMGP and to receive HMGP grants. Defendants also agreed to comply

with all HMGP guidelines, which includes using HMGP funds for their intended purpose. Exhibit
A.
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4,

FEMA grant funds in the amount of $54,592.00 were paid to Defendants by HMGP on or
about July 19, 2010 and July 28, 2010 for the specific purpose of individual mitigation measures
and elevation measures (hereinafter “IMM/Elevation™) at their home located at 1807 Donna Drive,
Franklin, Louisiana 70538. Defendants received $47,095.00 for Elevation and $7,497.00 for IMM.
Exhibit B (in globo).

5.

Photographs dated May 27, 2015 show that although the FEMA grant funds were received,

Defendants’ home was not mitigated. Exhibit C (in globo).
6.

Four (4) separate collection letters were mailed to Defendants at 1807 Donna Drive,
Franklin, Louisiana 70538, which was the address submitted by them when they applied for the
HMGP grant. The first letter dated April 2, 2013 was mailed via U.S. certified mail informing
Defendants that the FEMA grant funds in the amount of $54,592.00 had to be returned to the State
of Louisiana. The return receipt was received and signed for on April 6, 2013. The letter dated
April 2,2013 was also sent via U.S. certified mail to the address 1047 Caliste Olivier Road, Breaux
Bridge, Louisiana 70517. This letter was marked “Return to Sender: Not Deliverable as
Addressed.” Exhibit D (in globo).

7.

The second letter dated June 5, 2013 was mailed to Defendants at the aforementioned 1807
Donna Drive address via U.S. certified mail to reiterate that the grant funds had to be returned to
the State of Louisiana. The return receipt was received and signed for on June 7, 2013. Exhibit E
(in globo).

8.

The third collection letter dated March 21, 2014 was mailed to Defendants. Exhibit F (in
globo).

9.

The fourth letter dated April 13, 2015 was mailed via U.S. certified mail to the Defendants
at the 1807 Donna Drive address. The letter was marked “Return to Sender: Not Deliverable as

Addressed” by the U.S. Postal Service. However, previous letters were received and signed for at

this exact address. Exhibit G (in globo).
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10.

Defendants have failed to respond to the letters and have failed to return the funds to the
State.

11.

Defendants’ failure to return the FEMA grant funds has resulted in Defendants owing to
HMGP the FEMA grant funds, which must be recovered by HMGP, the State program charged
with distributing FEMA funds for mitigation projects.

12.

HMGP must account to FEMA for all funds issued to homeowners. Failure of HMGP to
recover the FEMA grant funds from Defendants will result in reimbursement to FEMA by the
State of Louisiana.

13.

HMGP requests that the debt of $54,592.00 owed by Defendants to HMGP be recognized
and that judgment in favor of HMGP be granted, directing Defendants to return and pay the FEMA
grant funds to the State, in full.

ALL PREMISES CONSIDERED, WHEREFORE, HMGP PRAYS:

a. That this Honorable Court declare that Defendants, Chantel Yuvette Colbert and
Claude Colbert Jr., are non-compliant with the Voluntary Participation Agreement
signed by them;

b. That this Honorable Court declare that Defendants, Chantel Yuvette Colbert and
Claude Colbert Jr., are indebted to HMGP in the amount of $54,592.00 because of their
failure to mitigate their home according to their agreement to abide by HMGP
guidelines, including using HMGP funds for their intended purpose;

c. That Defendants, Chantel Yuvette Colbert and Ronnie Claude Colbert Jr., be ordered
to return the $54,592.00 HMGP grant to HMGP, in full;

d. That there be judgment rendered herein in favor of HMGP and against Defendants,
Chantel Yuvette Colbert and Claude Colbert Jr., in the full sum of $54,592.00;

e. That Defendants, Chantel Yuvette Colbert and Claude Colbert Jr., be assessed all costs
and fees associated with this matter; and

That the Court grant such other relief as is just and proper.

=
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Respectfully submitted:

FOR HMGP:

VaKosl ia R. Roberts

Bar Roll No. 26715

State of Louisiana, through

its Division of Administration
2021 Lakeshore Drive, Suite 100
New Orleans, Louisiana 70122
Telephone: 504-284-4022
Facsimile: 504-284-4091

Email: LaKoshia.Roberts@la.gov

T. Randolph Richardson (Special Counsel)
Bar Roll No. 11245

Law Office of T. Randolph Richardson
1010 Common Street, Suite 3000

New Orleans, Louisiana 70112

Telephone: 504-212-4163

Facsimile: 504-581-7083

Email: trichar994@aol.com

PUBLIC ENTITY/FEE EXEMPT
(La.R.S. 13:4521 and 13:5112)

PLEASE SERVE:

CHANTEL YUVETTE COLBERT
1807 DONNA DRIVE
FRANKLIN, LA 70538

CLAUDE COLBERT JR.
1807 DONNA DRIVE
FRANKLIN, LA 70538

RECEIVEDAND FILED

AUG 12 7015
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DY. CLERK OF COURT




16™ JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ST. MARY

STATE OF LOUISIANA
no:_ 128781 prvision: _ PV-"C

STATE OF LOUISIANA-DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION,
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT,
DISASTER RECOVERY UNIT -

HAZARD MITIGATION GRANT PROGRAM

VS.

CHANTEL YUVETTE COLBERT AND
CLAUDE COLBERT JR.

VERIFICATION

CONSIDERING THE FOREGOING PETITION FOR RECOVERY OF HAZARD
MITIGATION GRANT PROGRAM FUNDS:

I, CRAIG P. TAFFARO, JR., Director of the State of Louisiana’s Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program, declare under penalty of perjury that the representations made in the foregoing Petition
are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, belief and understanding,.

.. 7% ; ] J

THUS DONE ON THIS /DAY OF /{U5L(§ /2015 IN NEW ORLEANS,
v

LOUISIANA.

Craig P. ro, Jr.

//—\>
- lopa ds SHA 4%
La Koshia Reconda Roberts
Notary Public
Bar Roll No. 26715
My Commission expires at death.

RECEIVEDAND FILED

AUG 1 2 2015
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s/Jennifer R. Splane

DY. CLERKOF COURT




UGHHD31 596 L HANTEL COLBERT

W

OM-DRU
HAZARD MITIGATION PROGRAM
VOLUMNTARY PARTICIPATION AGREE_EMENT g_\_/_r"_/\)___’______%
F“— Complste and celurn this form by mai to: ]
OCD-DRU HMGP Prog-am i
P. O. Box 10892

' ] 3o G
Hemmond, LA 70404 1089 . J
Road Home # 06HH,Q4&Lﬁé___-___‘_

N

XL XX A%

L

%

SECTION 1: Mitigation ELECTION (check one)

2 1/We have sold the K
HMGP Award Pragram
O 1ywe am not interested in receiving

ome that was damaged during the storm and therefore wi nct be participating in the OCD DR

e
Applizant or Cg Aopl cant NAME

——— ——

"-""‘7‘"_\‘,% Py
Arplicant or “O-Ancilican SIGNATURE

"“R;T;Fca??ﬁé‘n{;?m:u NAME - T ,\;p‘..can(_or*c‘??nﬁc?r?;‘s“éﬁ,ﬁdﬁE‘— -
Home Phope: { } Cell Phone: { )
Are yvou SIgNing as an agent with Power of Attorney

{POA) for an apphcant’  vgg MO
of Attorney

i signing as Jgert with Power
AL NARIE (ersin t80a) T Tt

t\,‘/‘/we AM/ARE INTERESTED |y RECE
CRITERIA IN SECTION 2.

SECTION 2: PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY

A homeowner must meet ALL of the following criteria to be considered for the OCD-DRU HMGP Award.

a8  Applicant s eligible for Road Home Program benefits as part of the Homeowner Assistance Program
(NOTE" Even ifa hoemeowner received a zerg award ietter from Road Home, that homeowner may sty
be eliginle for money through the OCD-DRU HMGP
b. Homeowner selected Rogg Home Option 1 ~ “Keep Qur Home”
’ RECEIVEDAND FILED
¢ Homeowner sijl) owns the home that, was ehg

Or the nitigat.on aclivity is dee UE! 2 st
beneficial according to FEMA guidelines, (IMMs are not required tg undergo a cost ben&gl n?ysis snce

; lan
/Jennifer R. S
BY CLERKOF COURT
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SECTION 3: | AM INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING IN THE FOLLOWING PROGRAM/S:

Pilot Recanstruction L Elevation l/ Individual Mitigation Measures {tmm)

SECTION 4: vpa STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE

This Agreement ofVquntary Participation is made on g_—_/oj:_} O___” (date). 1/we are the owner of the
r'ollowing property, eligible for Rpad Home assistance and damageq by Hurricane Katrina and/or Rita at the following
municipal addregs:

_L@LJM_DLMQA%%\%&&L%J@QZ (the "Propery”)

City Parish 21p

i/We Currently plan to participate in the OCD-DRU HMGP Program 1/wea Jnderstand that participation in OCD-DRY
HMGP Program and understand that-

*  The program is voluntary in nature,
I/We are under no obligation to participate;

/We may drop out of the Program at any time befare receiving an award,
The program reimburses cost of mitigati

on measures, h
reimbursement from OCD-DRU's HMGP;

°/D‘xe to limited funding, IMM will be serviced on 3 “first come, first serye” basis until alf funding is exhausted.

I/We understand that befare cast wijl be reimbur
requires the Property owner to obtain
Conveyance Records in the pari

omedwner must complete Mmeasures and request

For Pilot Reconstruction Projects:

* Property owner has bee
the total square foota
authorized.

N notified that the reconstructed stryet

ure {otal square footage cannot exceed 10% of
ge of the original structure on or befare ¢

he date of the event tor which funding is

Property owner has been notified t

*  Property owner confirms that the ;
the information s understood

hat the maximum dward ameoung s 5100,000, less

duplication of benefits
nformation described in the p

receding Paragraphs has heen explained and

“hankl Colbes Chedoant .o

C_ISMG{LCO_L}D.Q—@:Q._

%&Q&C&_/gﬂ» . . Ry U-/d
AdRacant or Cg Agg €3Nt MARME A0REant ot Co Mgy oy PSGNAT Date

Are you SIBNg as an a

gent with Power of Attorney {POA) for an a
ofAtlorney'

aplicant®  vEs MO if signing as agent with Power

Agent N:‘;:ﬂ (pe's:;;.‘:-?;él\; T T _—Agsm—S'CT.‘J—n:-'— Date

PDype 3 1
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Papge Lol 1

OSRAP Vendor Search

Poyee Lowations  Payee Search Payments
Payee Detail

Sart the Information below by dicking on the column headers, Click on the agency number
below for contact information.

Payce Remittance Address; Check/EPT Number: EF 00000507003

1807 DONNA DR Check/EFT Date: 07/28/2010

FRANKLIN, LA 70538 Status Change Date: 07/28/2010
Status: Cleared

Check/EFT Line Dotalls:
{click on agency for contact Infurmation) Check/EFT Total:  47,095.00

Total Number of Lines . 1 3
Agency | Document ID | Ref DocID _ Invoice # Comments | Line Amount

107 | Pvemiagisy | 1 Himos00001873 | 0AHHOI1596 AT.085
1519 Catendar (CY) Help Desk GASB 34 and 35 Search OBRAR Contacis
¢
i h/detail.cfin?check_number=00000507003 91212010

https://wwwprd.dea,louisiana.gov/ver



ACTION: R SCREEN: OPVY USERID: Z107K58 07/30/15

VENDOR=
VENDOR INVOICE=
DESCRIPTION:

FUND: 107
ACTIVITY:
SUB-REV:
PROJECT:

QUANTITY:
DISCOUNT TYPE:

LAST CHECK/Mw
REFERENCE TRANS
REFERENCE VI

O P EN PV LINE ARCHTIVE

435216650 00 VOUCHER NO= 107 PvQ00038877
HM0700000218 LINE NO= 01

06HHO031596

AGENCY: 107
FUNCTION:

ORG/SUB-ORG: 3070
OBJ/SUB-0OBJ: 3655

BS ACCOUNT: REPT-CATEGORY: HMO7
FED AID NUMBER:

0.000

NO: EF00000504290
ID:
ID: VI HM0700000218

FREIGHT
VOUCHER LINE
DISCOUNT
WITHHELD LINE
LIEN/LEVY
DISBURSED
CLOSED

02:45:13 PM

FISC YEAR=

APPR UNIT:
REV SRC:
JOB NO:

AMOUNT :
AMOUNT :
AMOUNT :
AMOUNT :
AMOUNT :
AMOUNT :
AMOUNT :

10
300
0.
7,497.
0
0
0.
7,497,
7,497.

DATE: 07 19 10 NO OF CHECKS WRITTEN:
LINE: COMM LINE: DATE :
COMM LINE: DATE:

00
00

.00
.00

00
00
00

1



ACTION: R SCREEN: OPVX USERID: Z107K58 07/30/15 02:44:39 PM
OPEN PAYMENT VOUCHER ARCHIVEINQQUIRY
VENDOR= 435216650 00 VOUCHER NUMBER= 107 PVQ00038877
FISC YEAR= 10
NAME: CLAUDE COLBERT 3JR
ADDRESS: 1807 DONNA DR
CITY: FRANKLIN STATE: LA ZIP: 70538
VOUCHER DATE: 07 16 10 VOUCHER TYPE: 1 EFT IND/TYPE: Y / 99
SCHED PYMT DATE: 07 16 10 BUDGET FY: 10 HOLD PYMT IND:
OFFSET LIAB ACCT: 6335 FREIGHT IND:
CHECK CATEGORY: 99 SINGLE CHECK IND: N
VOUCHER AMOUNT: 7,497.00 TOTAL QUANTITY: 0.000
DISCOUNT AMOUNT: 0.00 FREIGHT AMOUNT: 0.00
WITHHELD AMOUNT: 0.00 TAX CODE:
CLOSED AMOUNT: 7,497.00 USE TAX AMOUNT: 0.00
OUTSTANDING AMOUNT: 0.00 CLOSED DATE: 07 19 10
AGPS CREATED: LIEN/LEVY:
ACTUAL DELIVERY DATE: 06 25 10 REMIT TO VENDOR:
REMIT TO AMOUNT: 0.00

REMIT TO VOUCHER:
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COMELETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION
B Compleste items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete
ga:momiqgoo_zoé_m%m_aa Qm p gv 0 Agent
® Print your name and address on the reverse [ Addressee

so that we can return the card to you. ( Pri FC. Ums f Delivery
- Attach this card to the back of the mallplece, \. ‘ %‘B\ QN mm\qh\ m “NNW

or on the front if space permits.
D. Is delivery address different from ltem 1?2 <8&
1. Article Addressed to: If YES, enter delivery address beiow: 1 No
CHANTEL COLBERT
ailq DONNA DR
a Type 5
§>zx:z LA 70538 Certified Mall [ Express Mall
{3 Retum Recelpt for Merchandise
O Insured Mall 1 C.OD.
31596 4. Restricted Delivery? (Exira Fee) O Yes
2. Articie Number
oatar foam worvici b 7012 3050 0001 2085 1377
PS Farm 3811, February 2004 Domestic Retumn Recaipt 102596-02-M-1540
e ———— ]
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