
DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Reopening School Facilities for the 2020-2021 School Year 
(LAC 28:LXXIX.1105, CXV.401, and CXXXIX.4101) 

In accordance with the provisions of R.S. 17:6(A)(10) and 
the Administrative Procedure Act (APA), R.S. 49:953(B)(1) 
et seq., the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
has amended LAC 28:CXV in Bulletin 741—Louisiana 
Handbook for School Administrators; LAC 28:LXXIX in 
Bulletin 741 (Nonpublic)Louisiana Handbook for 
Nonpublic School Administrators; and LAC 28:CXXXIX in 
Bulletin 126Charter Schools. The aforementioned 
revisions enable Local Education Agencies (LEAs) to 
continue to implement, for the duration of 168 JBE2020, the 
current policy regarding Phase 3 minimum requirements, 
pertaining to the reopening school facilities for the 2020-
2021 school year. This Declaration of Emergency, effective 
November 25, 2020, is for a period of 120 days from 
adoption, or until finally adopted as Rule. 

Title 28 
EDUCATION 

Part LXXIX.  Bulletin 741 (Nonpublic)―Louisiana 
Handbook for Nonpublic School Administrators 

Chapter 11. Health 
Subchapter B. Reopening School Facilities for the 2020-

2021 School Year 
§1105. Purpose and Background 

A. - C. … 
D. By executive proclamation, the governor establishes 

the statewide phase(s) of reopening (phase 1, phase 2, or 
phase 3). If the local governing authority of a parish or other 
municipality has established a more restrictive phase of 
reopening, the LEA located within that parish or 
municipality must conform to the more restrictive 
requirements. 

1. Subsequent to the reopening of school facilities for 
the 2020-2021 school year and in coordination with 
requirements outlined in 168 JBE 2020, LEAs may continue 
to follow the Phase 3 minimum requirements for reopening 
school facilities as set forth in this Chapter.  

E. In the event the governor orders, via executive 
proclamation, a reversion or progression from one phase of 
the state reopening plan to another, BESE shall immediately 
communicate the substance of such executive proclamation 
to each LEA, including the impact of the executive 
proclamation on the roles, responsibilities, and requirements 
of each LEA in the state.  

1. If necessary, as a result of such executive 
proclamation, BESE may:  

a. consider revisions to regulations pertaining to the 
phased reopening of school facilities for the 2020-2021 
school year; or 

b. authorize the LDE to issue detailed guidance to 
each LEA in the state to include the roles, responsibilities, 
and requirements of each LEA in the state in response to the 
executive proclamation. 

F. Medical or disability impact exceptions to any 
standard in this Chapter should be addressed on an 
individual basis by the LEA in accordance with local 
policies.  

G. For the purposes of this Chapter, the following 
definition will apply.  

Physical Distance—the act of an individual maintaining 
a space of six feet or more from another individual. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
17:6, 17:7, 17:439.1, and 17:3391.  

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of Elementary 
and Secondary Education, LR 46: 

Part CXV.  Bulletin 741―Louisiana Handbook for 
School Administrators 

Chapter 4. Reopening School Facilities for the 2020-
2021 School Year 

§401. Purpose and Background 
A. - C. … 
D. By executive proclamation, the governor establishes 

the statewide phase(s) of reopening (phase 1, phase 2, or 
phase 3). If the local governing authority of a parish or other 
municipality has established a more restrictive phase of 
reopening, the LEA located within that parish or 
municipality must conform to the more restrictive 
requirements. 

1. Subsequent to the reopening of school facilities for 
the 2020-2021 school year and in coordination with 
requirements outlined in 168 JBE 2020, LEAs may continue 
to follow the Phase 3 minimum requirements for reopening 
school facilities as set forth in this Chapter.  

E. In the event the governor orders, via executive 
proclamation, a reversion or progression from one phase of 
the state reopening plan to another, BESE shall immediately 
communicate the substance of such executive proclamation 
to each LEA, including the impact of the executive 
proclamation on the roles, responsibilities, and requirements 
of each LEA in the state.  

1. If necessary, as a result of such executive 
proclamation, BESE may:  

a. consider revisions to regulations pertaining to the 
phased reopening of school facilities for the 2020-2021 
school year; or 

b. authorize the LDE to issue detailed guidance to 
each LEA in the state to include the roles, responsibilities, 
and requirements of each LEA in the state in response to the 
executive proclamation. 

F. Medical or disability impact exceptions to any 
standard in this Chapter should be addressed on an 
individual basis by the LEA in accordance with local 
policies.  

G. For the purposes of this Chapter, the following 
definition will apply.  

Physical Distance—the act of an individual maintaining 
a space of six feet or more from another individual. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
17:6, 17:7, 17:439.1, and 17:3391.  

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of Elementary 
and Secondary Education, LR 46: 

Part CXXXIX.  Bulletin 126―Charter Schools 
Chapter 41. Reopening School Facilities for the 2020-

2021 School Year 
§4101. Purpose and Background 

A. - C. … 
D. By executive proclamation, the governor establishes 

the statewide phase(s) of reopening (phase 1, phase 2, or 
phase 3). If the local governing authority of a parish or other 
municipality has established a more restrictive phase of 
reopening, the LEA located within that parish or 



municipality must conform to the more restrictive 
requirements. 

1. Subsequent to the reopening of school facilities for 
the 2020-2021 school year and in coordination with 
requirements outlined in 168 JBE 2020, LEAs may continue 
to follow the Phase 3 minimum requirements for reopening 
school facilities as set forth in this Chapter.  

E. In the event the governor orders, via executive 
proclamation, a reversion or progression from one phase of 
the state reopening plan to another, BESE shall immediately 
communicate the substance of such executive proclamation 
to each LEA, including the impact of the executive 
proclamation on the roles, responsibilities, and requirements 
of each LEA in the state.  

1. If necessary, as a result of such executive 
proclamation, BESE may:  

a. consider revisions to regulations pertaining to the 
phased reopening of school facilities for the 2020-2021 
school year; or 

b. authorize the LDE to issue detailed guidance to 
each LEA in the state to include the roles, responsibilities, 
and requirements of each LEA in the state in response to the 
executive proclamation. 

F. Medical or disability impact exceptions to any 
standard in this Chapter should be addressed on an 
individual basis by the LEA in accordance with local 
policies.  

G. For the purposes of this Chapter, the following 
definition will apply.  

Physical Distance—the act of an individual maintaining 
a space of six feet or more from another individual. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
17:6, 17:7, 17:439.1, and 17:3391.  

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Board of 
Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 46: 
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