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Executive Orders

EXECUTIVE ORDER JBE 20-19

Coastal Resilience

WHEREAS, Louisiana and its citizens have suffered
catastrophic losses and human, economic, and social harm as
a result of increased flood risk due to coastal land, and the
continued threat of further land loss to Louisiana’s working
coast threatens the viability of residential, agricultural,
energy, and industry development as well as valuable fish
and wildlife production in coastal Louisiana;

WHEREAS, Louisiana continues to experience one
of the fastest rates of land loss in the world, and parts of our
state remain unprotected from or vulnerable to future
hurricane and flood event impacts;

WHEREAS,  our working coast is a national treasure
which provides protection for infrastructure that supplies
90% of the nation’s outer continental oil and gas, 20% of the
nation’s annual waterborne commerce, 26% (by weight) of
the continental U.S. commercial fishing lands, and winter
habitat for five million migratory waterfowl;

WHEREAS, coastal Louisiana is also a vital
regional asset which serves as residence to 2.5 million
people and as a historical foundation to our unique cultural
heritage;

WHEREAS,  Louisiana’s first coastal master plan,
Integrated  Ecosystem  Restoration —and  Hurricane
Protection: Louisiana’s Comprehensive Master Plan for a
Sustainable Coast (“master plan”) was approved by the
Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (“CPRA”)
Board at its April 12, 2007, meeting and unanimously
approved by the Louisiana Legislature through Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 11 during the 2007 Regular
Session;

WHEREAS, Louisiana’s second master plan was
approved by the CPRA Board at its March 21, 2012,
meeting, and the revised master plan was unanimously
approved by the Louisiana Legislature through Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 46 during the 2012 Regular
Session;

WHEREAS, Louisiana’s third master plan was
approved by the CPRA Board at its April 20, 2017, meeting,
and the revised master plan was unanimously approved by
the Louisiana Legislature through Senate Concurrent
Resolution No. 1 during the 2017 Regular Session;

WHEREAS,  Act 244 of the 2018 Regular Session
requires the CPRA Board to develop a Coastal Master Plan,
at a minimum every six years;

WHEREAS, the master plan integrates coastal
protection strategies and coastal restoration strategies to
provide increased flood protection for communities and to
maximize the amount of land maintained or restored in
coastal Louisiana;

WHEREAS,  billions of dollars have been invested in
the implementation of projects included in the master plan
and tremendous progress has been made since the 2007
master plan, including building or improving approximately
297 miles of levees, constructing 60 miles of barrier islands
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and berms, and benefiting over 41,305 acres of coastal
habitat;

WHEREAS, the Coastal Master Plan is a $50
billion, 50-year plan and is a funding-constrained plan that
will require new investments beyond what has currently
been identified to fully implement the plan;

WHEREAS, even if the CPRA funded and
completed all projects in the 2017 Coastal Master Plan,
future, escalating environmental challenges and risks such as
climate change driven sea level rise are such that the entire
coast of Louisiana cannot be preserved as it presently exists;

WHEREAS,  as the coastal crisis continues to unfold
in the decades to come the State must not only continue to
prepare for singular natural disasters like hurricanes and
floods, but also slow-moving, longer-term changes that will
encompass more than flood risk and land loss but also
include implications for the economy, transportation
systems, culture, health, workforce development, and fish
and wildlife;

WHEREAS, these challenges will require a
coordinated, intentional, collaborative state effort to build
resilience;

WHEREAS,  when it created the Coastal Protection

and Restoration Authority Board, the legislature
acknowledged the need for coordination among government
agencies, as well as our local and federal partners, in order to
ensure consistency with the master plan and to achieve the
master plan’s missions and objectives;

WHEREAS, state agencies must work in a
cooperative manner and ensure activities subject to its
jurisdictional authority are performed in a manner that

expedites and promotes integrated coastal protection
projects;
WHEREAS, Louisiana Revised Statute 49:214.3.1

directs the Governor, through his Executive Assistant for
Coastal Activities, to “coordinate the powers, duties,
functions, and responsibilities of any state agency relative to
integrated coastal protection”;

WHEREAS, the master plan is the State’s plan for a
sustainable coast and not just the Coastal Protection and
Restoration Authority’s implementation plan;

WHEREAS, the full breadth of tools, expertise, and
missions of Louisiana’s various state agencies must be
brought to bear to more fully and more directly address the
economic and social implications of Louisiana’s degrading
coast; and

WHEREAS,  this multi-agency approach will ensure
the best outcomes for the people of Louisiana and better
position the state to partner with the parishes and
municipalities most at risk from coastal change.

NOW THEREFORE, I, JOHN BEL EDWARDS,
Governor of the State of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority
vested in the Constitution and laws of the State of Louisiana
do hereby order and direct as follows:

SECTION 1: In order to effectively and efficiently
pursue the State’s integrated coastal protection goals, all
state agencies, departments, and offices shall administer
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their regulatory practices, programs, projects, contracts,
grants, and all other functions vested in them in a manner
consistent with the Coastal Master Plan and public interest to
the maximum extent possible.

To enhance and further the State’s interest in developing
a more comprehensive and coordinated response to the
coastal crisis and to meeting the goals and objectives of the
Coastal Master Plan, the position of Chief Resilience Officer
is hereby created within the Office of the Governor under
the direction of the Governor’s Executive Assistant for
Coastal Activities to further coordinate a cross-agency effort
to build coastal resilience.

A. The Chief Resilience Officer will lead efforts to
collaborate across agencies to assess the vulnerability to
assets and mission areas posed by coastal change.

B. The Chief Resilience Officer will provide support
to agencies as they identify and incorporate projections
related to coastal change provided by the Coastal Master
Plan into their strategic plans.

C. The Chief Resilience Officer will work in
cooperation with individual agencies and in small groups of
related agencies to discuss the impacts of coastal change and
proposed adaptation actions thematically and to collaborate
on new projects or initiatives to better serve the residents
and businesses of Louisiana’s coast.

State agencies shall appoint a “resilience coordinator” to
be the agency’s point person for adaptation and resilience
efforts; and to coordinate with the Chief Resilience Officer
and CPRA Board as requested. The resilience coordinator
should be an undersecretary or comparable in rank and
knowledge; able to bring an awareness of the full breadth of
an agency’s programs and mission.

SECTION 2: State agencies will further contribute to
Louisiana’s improved coastal resilience through the
incorporation of current and future coastal change
considerations as expressed in Louisiana’s Comprehensive
Master Plan for a Sustainable Coast into agency plans and
investments. This effort will begin with an assessment of
agency vulnerabilities to extreme weather events and
persistent coastal change and the identification of adaptation
options for agency assets and the agency’s ability to carry
out its mission.

SECTION 3: Each agency will incorporate the results
from the vulnerability assessment into existing policies and
strategic plans.

Each agency will publish within two years of the
issuance of this Executive Order an update to its strategic
plan that shall:

A. Consider and integrate coastal change
information from the master plan into all planning and
investments, including accounting for current and future
conditions in infrastructure investment.

B. Describe agency-specific resilience strategies that
align with the goals and objectives of the master plan.

C. Prioritize  resilience-building  actions  and
investments with a timeline for achieving those actions and
investments.

D. Identify funding sources and financing strategies
and key partners applicable to the implementation of the
actions and investments proposed.
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E. Identify and seek to remove or reform barriers
that discourage investments or other actions to increase the
state’s resilience.

F. Recognize  that  coastal change  will
disproportionately affect some of the state’s most vulnerable
people and consider how adaptation and resilience activities
can address that inequity through the vision, goals, and
actions undertaken in the agency’s strategic plan.

SECTION 4: Agencies shall report to the Governor the
results of their vulnerability assessments and how their
strategic resilience plans, once completed, compliment and
align with the goals and objectives of the coastal master
plan.

After the completion of the initial strategic plan update,
agencies will again update strategic plans within one year of
the adoption of each new master plan.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of
Louisiana in the City of Baton Rouge, on this 19th day of
August, 2020.

John Bell Edwards
Governor
ATTEST BY
THE GOVERNOR
R. Kyle Aroin
Secretary of State
2010#025

EXECUTIVE ORDER JBE 20-20

Flags at Half-Staff—Former Governor
Murphy J. “Mike” Foster, Jr.

WHEREAS, former Governor Murphy James “Mike”
Foster, Jr. died on October 4, 2020, at the age of 90;

WHEREAS, on January 8, 1996, Murphy J. Foster, Jr.
was sworn in as the 53rd governor of the State of Louisiana;

WHEREAS, on January 10, 2000, he again took the
oath of office for a second term as the Governor of
Louisiana, serving until January 12, 2004;

WHEREAS, with vision and integrity, Governor Foster
united the people of Louisiana to bring the state into this
new century,

WHEREAS, Murphy James Foster, Jr. was born in
Franklin, Louisiana, on July 11, 1930, the son of Murphy
and Olive Foster and the grandson of Louisiana’s 31st
Governor, Murphy J. Foster;

WHEREAS, he proudly served his nation during the
Korean War, serving in the United States Air Force from
1952 until 1956;

WHEREAS, before serving in the state’s top office, he
served in the Louisiana Senate, representing Louisiana’s 21st
Senatorial District;

WHEREAS, fifty-two years after graduating from
Louisiana State University with a degree in chemistry,
Governor Foster demonstrated a lifelong commitment to
learning and knowledge when he earned his Juris Doctorate
from the Southern University Law Center in 2004, having
completed his course of legal studies during his tenure as
Governor of Louisiana;



WHEREAS, Governor Foster was a champion of
education and educators, creating the Louisiana Community
and Technical College System, dramatically expanding the
state’s Taylor Opportunity Program for Students to provide
greater access to college education to Louisiana’s youth, and
successfully fighting to raise public teachers’ wages six of
the eight years he served in office;

WHEREAS, a relative latecomer to politics, he began
his career in the public spotlight at the age of 57 with his
1987 election to the Louisiana Senate, and he quickly rose in
public stature for eight years before his historic victory in
the 1995 race for Governor;

WHEREAS, in 2003, Governor Foster was inducted
into the Louisiana Political Museum and Hall of Fame;

WHEREAS, Governor Foster was married to his loving
wife and biggest supporter, Alice, for over fifty years; and

WHEREAS, a veteran, a businessman and a sportsman,
Governor Foster was a man of strength, vision, integrity, and
faith; and while he will be greatly missed, the legacy of his
work on behalf of the people of Louisiana will live on for
generations to come.
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NOW THEREFORE, I, JOHN BEL EDWARDS,
Governor of the State of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority
vested by the Constitution and laws of the State of
Louisiana, do hereby order and direct as follows:

SECTION 1: As an expression of respect and to honor
former Governor Murphy James “Mike” Foster, Jr., the flags
of the United States and the State of Louisiana shall be
flown at half-staff over the State Capitol and all state
buildings from sunrise on October 5, 2020, through sunset
on October 9, 2020.

SECTION 2: This Order is effective upon signature and
shall remain in effect until sunset, October 9, 2020.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand officially
and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of Louisiana in the
City of Baton Rouge, on this 4th day of October, 2020.

John Bell Edwards
Governor
ATTEST BY
THE GOVERNOR
R. Kyle Aroin
Secretary of State
2010#024
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Emergency Rules

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Agriculture and Forestry
Office of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences
Structural Pest Control Commission

Continuing Education for Registered Technicians
(LAC 7:XXV.113)

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B), and under the
authority of R.S. 3:3370(K), the Commissioner of
Agriculture and Forestry and Louisiana Structural Pest
Control Commission declare an emergency to exist and
hereby adopt by emergency process the attached regulation
to supersede the current permanent regulations found at
LAC 7:XXV.113. The implementation of these regulations
by the emergency process is necessary to protect the public
health and safety of employees of structural pest control
businesses and related businesses during the COVID-19
pandemic.

The implementation of this Emergency Rule removes the
requirement of participation in continuing education
programs by currently employed and registered technicians
of permitted place of business to maintain registration status
for the remainder of 2020 and extends registration card
expiration dates by a year (12/31/2020 to 12/31/2021). This
Rule does not prohibit participation and the SPCC
encourages all employees of structural pest control
companies to continue their education by participating in
programs that offer protection for their health and safety
during the pandemic and improves their knowledge of
structural pests and pest control strategies.

This Emergency Rule shall become effective upon
signature, and shall remain in effect for 120 days, unless
renewed or until the permanent rules and regulations become
effective.

Title 7
AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS
Part XXV. Structural Pest Control
Chapter 1. Structural Pest Control Commission
§113.  Registration of Employees; Duties of Licensee
and Registered Employee with Respect to
Registration

A.-0.

P. Each registered technician shall participate in an
entire continuing education program as a condition of
maintaining his or her status as a registered technician at
least once annually (January 1 to December 31). Any
registered technician currently employed by a permitted
Place of Business with a registration card expiration date of
12/31/2020 will not be required to participate in a continuing
education program for the year of 2020 as a condition of
maintaining his or her status as a registered technician and
his or her registration card expiration date will be extended
to 12/31/2021.
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1.-3. ...

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
3:3366, 3368 and 3369.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Agriculture, Structural Pest Control Commission, LR 11:327 (April
1985), amended by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry,
Structural Pest Control Commission, LR 15:956 (November 1989),
LR 32:797 (May 2006), repromulgated LR 32:1016 (June 2006),
amended LR 35:207 (February 2009), LR 37:279 (January 2011),
amended by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, Structural Pest Control
Commission, LR 39:301 (February 2013), LR 42:213 (February
2016); LR 44:1236 (July 2018), LR 46:

Mike Strain DVM

Commissioner
2010#005

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Children and Family Services
Licensing Section

Suspension of License Renewal Fees—Child Residential
Care Class B, Residential Homes (Type [V), Child Placing
Agencies—General Provisions, and Juvenile Detention
(LAC 67:V.6953, 7103, 7303, and 7503)

The Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS)
has exercised the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953 (B) to amend
LAC 67, Part V, Subpart 8, Chapter 69, Child Residential
Care, Class B, Section 6953; Chapter 71, Residential
Homes-Type IV, Section 7103; Chapter 73, Child Placing
Agencies, Section 7303; and Chapter 75, Juvenile Detention
Facilities, Section 7503. This declaration is necessary to
extend the original Emergency Rule since it is effective for a
maximum of 120 days and will expire before the Final Rule
takes effect. This Emergency Rule extension is effective on
October 28, 2020, and shall remain in effect for a period of
120 days.

In accordance with HCR 71 of the 2020 Legislative
Session, it is necessary to promulgate an Emergency Rule to
implement a temporary suspension of license renewal fees
for a limited period of time. During their 2020 Regular
Session, the Louisiana Legislature adopted House
Concurrent Resolution 71 which directs state agencies to
adopt emergency rules to suspend the collection of license
renewal fees for existing businesses based in Louisiana for
renewals due from July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021 as
part of Louisiana’s response to and as a way to help
businesses reopen and recover from COVID-19. This
emergency rule is necessary to comply with the legislative
mandate in House Concurrent Resolution 71 of the 2020
Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature.



Title 67
SOCIAL SERVICES
PartV. ChildWelfare
Subpart 8. Residential Licensing
Chapter 69. Child Residential Care, Class B
§6953. Authority

A .

1. In accordance with HCR 71 of the 2020 Legislative
Session, license renewal fees due from July 1, 2020 through
June 30, 2021 are hereby suspended for existing residential
homes located in Louisiana as part of Louisiana’s response
to and as a way to help businesses reopen and recover from
COVID-19.

B.-C3. ..

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
36:477 and R.S. 46:1401 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Social Services, Office of the Secretary, Bureau of Licensing, LR
27:1565 (September 2001), repromulgated by the Department of
Social Services, Office of the Secretary, Bureau of Residential
Licensing, LR 33:2740 (December 2007), repromulgated by the
Department of Social Services, Office of Community Services, LR
35:1617 (August 2009), amended LR 36:331 (February 2010),
amended by the Department of Children and Family Services,
Division of Programs, Licensing Section, LR 39:66 (January 2013),
amended by the Department of Children and Family Services,
Licensing Section, LR 46:

Chapter 71.  Residential Homes—Type IV
§7103. Authority

A. Legislative Provisions

I.-la. ..

2. In accordance with HCR 71 of the 2020 Legislative
Session, license renewal fees due from July 1, 2020 through
June 30, 2021 are hereby suspended for existing residential
homes located in Louisiana as part of Louisiana’s response
to and as a way to help businesses reopen and recover from
COVID-19.

B.-C3...

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
36:477 and R.S. 46:1401 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Social Services, Office of Community Service, LR 36:805 (April
2010), amended by the Department of Children and Family
Services, Division of Programs, Licensing Section, LR 39:67
(January 2013), amended by the Department of Children and
Family Services, Licensing Section, LR 43:246 (February 2017),
LR 46:

Chapter 73.  Child Placing Agencies—General
Provisions
§7303. Authority - Foster Care, Adoption, Transitional
Placing
A.-Ab.

7. In accordance with HCR 71 of the 2020 Legislative
Session, license renewal fees due from July 1, 2020 through
June 30, 2021 are hereby suspended for existing child
placing agencies located in Louisiana as part of Louisiana’s
response to and as a way to help businesses reopen and
recover from COVID-19.

B.-EA4.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
46:1407(D).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Children and Family Services, Licensing 