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Hudson and Veteran Initiatives (Small 
Entrepreneurship) Program Objectives

 Overview of Hudson and Veteran Initiatives (SE) Programs

 Review the Hudson and Veteran Initiatives (SE) guidelines

 How to register for the Hudson and Veteran Initiatives (SE) 

 Advantages of registering

 Contracting Opportunities

 Contact for additional information



The Hudson and Veteran Initiatives Improve Access to State 

Contracting Opportunities 

HUDSON INITIATIVE

 Offers Louisiana-based small businesses more 

access to contracting and procurement of goods 

and services with State agencies

 Race and gender neutral

 Goals program encouraging State agencies and 

contractors to use certified Small Entrepreneurships 

under the Hudson Initiative

VETERAN INITIATIVE

 Offers Louisiana’s Veteran-Owned and Service-

Connected Disabled Veteran-Owned small businesses 

more access to contracting and procurement of goods 

and services with State agencies

 Race and gender neutral

 Goals program encouraging State agencies and 

contractors to use certified Small Entrepreneurships 

under the Veteran Initiative



The Hudson and Veteran Initiatives Improve Access to State 

Contracting Opportunities 

BENEFITS

 10% of the total evaluation points can be added to a 
certified Small Entrepreneurship’s bid on a Request 
for Proposal (RFP) 

 For the Veteran Initiative, 12% extra points can 
be added to your bid on a RFP

 Prime contractors who use certified Small 
Entrepreneurships as a subcontractor on a bid for an 
RFP are also eligible to receive additional percentage 
points on their bid

 Business and contact information will be accessible to 
State purchasing officials and prime contractors 
looking for subcontractors

 State agencies are encouraged to get quotes from 
and use qualified, certified companies whenever 
possible

 For small purchases of less than $15,000, State 
agencies can waive the requirement of getting 
additional quotes if a certified company submits a 
quote that is reasonable



The Hudson and Veteran Initiatives Improve Access to State 

Contracting Opportunities 

ELIGIBILITY FOR HUDSON AND VETERAN 
CERTIFICATIONS*

 Principal Place of Business – In Louisiana

 Employees – Fewer than 50 full-time employees

 Average Annual Gross Receipts – Average annual 
gross receipts do not exceed $5 million for non-
construction and $10 million for construction 
companies

 For non-construction businesses, the Veteran 
Initiative requires that average annual gross 
receipts must not exceed $6 million

 Independently Owned and Operated – Business is 
independently owned and operated

 Not Dominant – Business is not dominant in its 
professional field

 Louisiana Residency – Owned by persons domiciled 
in Louisiana

 Citizenship – Owned by and has officers who are 
U.S. citizens or legal residents

ADDITIONAL ELIGIBILITY FOR VETERAN 
CERTIFICATION

 Veteran Ownership – At least 51% of the business 
must be owned by a veteran/or a Service-Connected 
Disabled Veteran



LED Hudson and Veteran Initiatives (SE) Certification

 Certification is available online at www.ledsmallbiz.com

 Contact LED at 225-342-3000 if you have specific questions about 
certification

 Once the vendor has completed the registration process and obtained 
the Hudson and Veteran Initiatives (SE) Certification, they can be 
identified through the search criteria, which is located at 
www.ledsmallbiz.com/Search

http://www.ledsmallbiz.com/
http://www.ledsmallbiz.com/Search






Hudson and Veteran Initiatives (SE) Certification in LaPac

 Once the vendor has completed the registration process and obtained the 

Hudson and Veteran Certification, they can be identified through the search 

criteria in LAPAC

 Agencies and Procurement personnel can identify HVI certified vendors 

through the search criteria in the LaPac network database:

https://wwwcfprd.doa.louisiana.gov/OSP/LaPAC/vendor/srchven2.cfm

 SEBD certifications interface from LED to LAPAC  twice a week on Mondays 

and Fridays

https://wwwcfprd.doa.louisiana.gov/OSP/LaPAC/vendor/srchven2.cfm


HVI Contracting Opportunities

Small Purchase Executive Order 

 Governs purchases under $25,000 and other applicable procurements which 
are exempt from the competitive sealed bidding requirement. 

Note: Does not include public works contracts greater than $5,000; and items covered by existing   

contracts                

 No quotes required for purchases less than $5,000 per single transaction

 Requirement for quotations for purchases exceeding $5,000 but not 
exceeding $15,000 may be waived when making purchases from an LED 
certified small entrepreneurship (Hudson or Veteran Initiative vendor or a 
Small and Emerging Business)

 At least two small entrepreneurships are to be solicited in quotations for 
purchases exceeding $15,000 but not exceeding $25,000







 Register in the LaGov Supplier Portal

http://www.doa.la.gov/pages/osp/vendorcenter/vendorregn.aspx

 To determine if businesses are enrolled search this link: 

https://lagoverpvendor.doa.louisiana.gov/irj/portal/anonymous?guest_user=s

elf_reg

 Businesses will select Product Category (UNSPSC) Codes instead of 

Commodity Codes; businesses may enroll in multiple UNSPSC Codes

 Register in LaGov to receive email notifications of bid opportunities posted to 

LaPAC. 

 Monitor the LaPac system for Bid Opportunities

 Meet with state agencies 

Vendor LaGov Registration

http://www.doa.la.gov/pages/osp/vendorcenter/vendorregn.aspx
https://lagoverpvendor.doa.louisiana.gov/irj/portal/anonymous?guest_user=self_reg








Roles and Responsibilities

LED ROLE

 Provide certification and recertification process for Hudson 

and Veteran Initiatives (HVI)

 Maintain database of current certified businesses and 

contact information that is accessible in real time to state 

procurement officials and prime contractors looking for 

subcontractors

 Coordinate marketing and outreach efforts to promote the 

benefits of the Hudson and Veteran initiatives, encouraging 

registration with the Office of State Procurement (OSP)

 Advocate for continued improvement and utilization of 

Hudson and Veteran certified companies (SE-VSE)

 Coordinate and collaborate with OSP to continue 

improvement of the Hudson and Veteran Initiatives



Roles and Responsibilities

OSP ROLE

 Defined by La. R.S. 39:2007 et seq., La. R.S. 39:2177 et seq.

 Provide training to state agencies on use of HVI vendors 

 Assist the Commissioner of Administration in goal-setting 

 Report annually on HVI participation

 Monitor the evaluation of the RFP process

 Receive/acknowledge/address subcontractor inquiries

 Coordinate efforts with LED 



 Identify needs between $5K - $15K that can be procured directly 

from HVI vendors  

 Add 10% of the total evaluation points to a certified Small 

Entrepreneurship’s bid on a Request for Proposal (RFP)

 Prime contractors who use certified Small Entrepreneurships as a 

subcontractor on a bid for an RFP are also eligible to receive 

additional percentage points

 Provide pathway for HVI Vendors to market their goods and services 

 Provide feedback based on performance

 Verify that prime contractors are making payments to certified HVI 

subcontractors (HDVI Expenditures Reporting Form Tracker)  

http://www.doa.la.gov/pages/osp/se/index.aspx

Roles and Responsibilities

AGENCY’S ROLE

http://www.doa.la.gov/pages/osp/se/index.aspx


HDVI Expenditure Reporting Forms



Contact Information
Hudson and Veteran Initiatives (SE) Certification

 Certification is available online at www.ledsmallbiz.com

 Contact LED at 225-342-3000 if you have specific questions about certification

http://www.ledsmallbiz.com/


Contact Information

Office of State Procurement

Telephone: (225) 342-8010

Office of State Procurement – Help Desk

Purchasing: DOA-OSPhelpdesk@la.gov

Professional Contracts: DOA-PChelpdesk@la.gov

Vendor Inquiries: Vendr_inq@la.gov

mailto:DOA-OSPhelpdesk@la.gov
mailto:DOA-PChelpdesk@la.gov
mailto:vendr_inq@la.gov

