
Clearance Program
LOUISIANA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT



Clearance Program
Provides funds to eligible applicants for clearance/demolition activities based on a competitive 
selection process to the extent that the funds are available. 

Deadline for submitting FY 2024 application is May 20, 2024. A hard copy must be received (not 
postmarked) in OCD-LGA by May 20, 2024.



Clearance Program
Eligible applicants may submit only one application. 

All structures must be private property.

Residential and commercial structures are eligible. 

There is no limit to the number of structures. 

Each proposed activity must address the national objective of eliminating or preventing slums 
and blight. 

No fees can be assessed against owner.

Local governments cannot make improvements to the property after demolition.



Clearance Program –
Eligible applicants

All non-entitlement units of general local government are eligible.

All municipalities and parishes in Louisiana are eligible except:  Alexandria, Baton Rouge, Bossier 
City, Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government, Hammond, Jefferson Parish (including Grand 
Isle, Gretna, Harahan, Jean Lafitte, and Westwego), Kenner, Lafayette Parish Consolidated 
Government, Lake Charles, Monroe, New Orleans, St. Tammany Parish, Shreveport, Slidell, and 
Thibodaux.



Clearance program – size of grants
$2,000,000 will be allocated to Towns/Villages and $4,000,000 will be allocated to 
Cities/Parishes of the $6,000,000 for the Clearance program. 

Funding ceiling of $250,000 for Towns and Villages and a funding ceiling of $500,000 for Cities 
and Parishes.

A minimum of $150,000 including administrative costs is required. 

Administrative costs up to $50,000 are eligible.
• Local governments may retain up to 5% for program administration costs. These could include audit 

fees, advertising and publication fees, staff time, workshop expenses, etc.
• Pre-agreement costs are not eligible.



Clearance Program –
Restrictions on Applying
Past Clearance Program awarded by the State have been closed out or conditionally closed out 
by December 20, 2023 for FY 2024 and July 15, 2024 for FY 2025.

Audit and monitoring findings made by the State or HUD have been cleared. 

All required reports, documents, and/or requested data have been submitted within the 
timeframes established by the State. 

Any funds due to HUD or the State have been repaid or a satisfactory arrangement for 
repayment of the debt has been made and payments are current.

The unit of general local government cannot be on the list of sanctioned communities that is 
maintained by the OCD-LGA. 

The unit of general local government must have ordinances in place and if necessary a 
condemnation policy. A resolution will be required that states the municipal code and the date 
adopted during the application process. 



Rating Criteria



Clearance Program –
Maximum 116 Points
Impact to Low/Moderate Income Persons (Maximum Possible Points - 100)

Prior Approval to Demolish All Structures (Maximum Possible Points – 10)

Administrative Costs (Maximum Possible Points - 2)

Legal Fees (Maximum Possible Points - 2)

Application Completeness (Maximum Possible Points – 2) 



Impact to Low/Moderate Income Persons 
Maximum 100 Points 
Based on the Low/Mod percentage for municipalities. For parishes, it would be the Low/Mod 
average of all block groups in the parish without the municipalities. 

The percentage of low/moderate income persons will be calculated by dividing the number of 
low/moderate income persons as defined by the State by the total persons.

The percentage of low/moderate persons to the 100th decimal place will be used to determine 
the number of points for this category. 



Prior approval to demolish all structures -
Possible Points 10
Applicants with prior approval to demolish all structures applied for will be awarded 10 points. 

A certification signed by the chief elected official must be included in the application as well as a 
copy of the resolution by the local government identifying the structures that have been 
approved.

A map must be submitted showing the structures that will be demolished.



Administrative Costs –
Possible 2 Points
Those applicants that agree to pay all administrative costs associated with the implementation 
of the LCDBG program will receive two points.  
◦ Costs include, but are not limited to, application preparation fees, audit fees, advertising and 

publication fees, local staff time, workshop expenses, administrative consultant fees, et 
cetera. 

◦ If the applicant plans to utilize the services of an administrative consultant, local funds must 
be pledged and allocated.

◦ While the LCDBG Program will allow a maximum of $50,000 for an administrative consultant's 
fees, the actual cost of these services may be less than this amount and will be determined 
through negotiation during the procurement process.

◦ A certification signed by the chief elected official must be included in the application as well 
as a copy of the resolution by the local government identifying the firms hired and the 
proposed amount of the contracts.  



Administrative Costs Continued
If the local government maintains full-time permanent staff for the sole or partial purpose of 
administering LCDBG or other federal programs, such staff must have proved its capacity to 
administer LCDBG or other federal programs through previous program administration. In this 
instance, the points will also be assigned.

If grantees paying for administrative costs have an under-run in their project costs, the grantee 
will not be allowed to use those monies for the purpose of reimbursing the local government for 
any administrative costs associated with the LCDBG Program.



Legal Fees –
Possible 2 Points 
Those applicants who agree to pay all legal fees that are incurred during the preparation and/or 
implementation of this program will receive two points.

A certification signed by the chief elected official must be included in the application as well as a 
copy of the resolution by the local government stating that local funds will be used to pay the 
legal fees incurred by the local government. 

If grantees paying for legal fees have an under-run in their project costs, the grantee will not be 
allowed to use those monies for the purpose of reimbursing the local government for any legal 
fees associated with the LCDBG Program.



Application Completeness –
Maximum 2 Points
Applications that are submitted in which all application forms and required 
documents/information are included will receive one point.  

If OCD-LGA determines that no documents require revisions in order to complete the scoring of 
the application, the applicant will receive one point.



Clearance program 
application forms



Section A –
Applicant 
Information



Section B –
Contact 
Information 
Summary



Section C –
Identification of 
properties for 
condemnation



Section D –
Proposed 
clearance/ 
demolition 
inventory

Must be completed for each property 
identified. Add additional copies as 
needed.



Section e –
statement of 
assurances



Section F –
Applicant 
Disclosure 
Report



Section G –
Cost
Estimate



Section H -
Certifications



Section H -
Certifications



Section I –
Jurisdictional 
Map



Section J –
Citizen 
Participation



Clearance program application
Each applicant can submit one application for consideration.

Applications will be accepted by hardcopy only by 4:00 p.m. on May 20, 2024. 

If CDBG funds are being used for administration, the solicitation must be submitted to OCD-LGA 
staff prior to application submittal.



Stay connected

Office phone number 225-342-7412

Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/LaOCD

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWcJm1k2CZCcsdVywhhmr-A

https://www.facebook.com/LaOCD
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWcJm1k2CZCcsdVywhhmr-A
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