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FY 2020-2021
COMMUNITY WATER ENRICHMENT FUND

PURPOSE

The Community Water Enrichment Fund (CWEF) was established in the 2008 Louisiana regular
legislative session by way of HB 926 (Act 513). Its intent is to provide a source of funding to aid
units of local government solely for the purpose of rehabilitation, improvement, and construction
projects for community water systems to provide safe and clean drinking water.

ELIGIBILITY AND MAXIMUM GRANT AMOUNTS

All municipalities and parishes in Louisiana are eligible to participate in the 20/21 CWEF
program with the exception of the following HUD entitlements: Alexandria, Bossier City, East
Baton Rouge Parish Consolidated Government, Jefferson Parish (Including Grand Isle, Gretna,
Harahan, Jean Lafitte, and Westwego), Kenner, Lafayette Parish Consolidated Government, Lake
Charles, Monroe, New Orleans (including unincorporated areas), Shreveport, Slidell, St.
Tammany Parish (including Abita Springs, Covington, and Madisonville), Terrebonne Parish
Consolidated Government, and Thibodaux.

Maximum grant ceiling amounts are based on the following population ranges.

Villages (1-999) are eligible to apply for up to $25,000.

Towns (1,000-4,999) are eligible to apply for up to $35,000.

Cities (5,000-35,000) are eligible to apply for up to $50,000.

Parishes are eligible to apply for up to $100,000. (If a parish’s incorporated communities’
combined maximum ceiling amounts are less than the allocation for the entire parish area, the
parish can then apply for more than $100,000.)

Eligible parishes may apply for projects that serve a parish-wide area or an unincorporated area of
the parish.

For the 2020-2021 fiscal year, the maximum allocation amount available per parish area will be
$64,500. The Office of Community Development encourages all potential applicants within each
parish to prioritize their requests.

**ONLY ONE (1) APPLICATION WILL BE ACCEPTED FROM EACH LOCAL
GOVERNMENT ENTITY. MULTIPLE PROJECTS CAN BE INCLUDED ON THE SAME
APPLICATION.



APPLICATION DUE DATE

In order to be considered for the FY 2020-2021, completed applications must be received,
not merely postmarked, in the Office of Community Development by February 1, 2021.
Applications received after this date will not be considered.

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

Funds awarded can only be used for rehabilitation, improvement, and construction projects for
community water systems.

INELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

Previously incurred debt, improvements to private property, on-going salaries, overtime for
government employees, administration, engineering-only or planning-only projects are not
eligible activities under this program. Fire hydrants-only are also ineligible. Fire hydrants must
be included within a water line rehabilitation or extension project. Generators, hand/power tools,
water line locators, heavy-duty equipment used for digging, all chemicals, and incidental supplies
are not eligible.

EVALUATION PROCESS

The evaluation process involves several steps, including a staff review and rating. Rating will be
based on the following criteria.

1. Are the proposed activities eligible?
2. Will CWEF funds be used to match other local, state or federal funds?

The Office of Community Development will evaluate each application to determine its rating and
award amount.

APPLICATION PROCEDURES

Complete all of the application forms included herein. If the project involves technical or
engineering questions, you may need to consult a qualified expert for design descriptions or
budget estimates. A resolution of support from the governmental body must be attached to the
application. In addition, the application must include a letter of support from the state senator and
state representative who represent the district in which the project is located. Applications will not
be considered for potential awards without both the legislative letters of support and the local
government resolution of support.

EMERGENCY SET-ASIDE

$400,000 dollars has been set-aside for projects determined to be of an emergency nature that
affect the health and safety of residents of an area. The ceiling amount for an individual
emergency grant is $200,000. The emergency situation must have occurred within 3 months of



application submission. Applications will be accepted on a continuous basis. Local governments
interested in applying for these funds should first contact Jeff Tessier in the Office of Community
Development to discuss the proposed project. If it is determined by the Office of Community
Development that the proposed project meets the intent of the program, the local government will
be invited to submit an application. Municipalities may only be funded for an emergency grant
every other program year. Parish governments may be funded every year; however, the water or
sewer system receiving the emergency funds can only be funded every other grant program year.

Please note the following rules regarding the CWEF program:

Local governments are limited to two (2) open CWEF grants at one time. If a local
government has two open grants at the time the award would be made, the Office of
Community Development will notify the local government that it has six months to close
out one of its open grants or it will no longer be eligible for the award.

Local governments on the Legislative Auditor’s Non-Compliance List at the time of
award will not be eligible. The Office of Community Development will notify the local
government that it has six months to be removed from the list or it will no longer be
eligible for the award.

LGAP will not provide funds to administer the project nor fees to complete the
application.

Requests for payments, accompanied by invoices, will be sent to the Office of Community
Development. Under no circumstances will the state reimburse costs for invoices dated
prior to an executed contract with the unit of local government.




THE FOLLOWING FORMS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO:
OFFICE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
CWEF Program

Post Office Box 94095
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9095

1) Cover page

2) Classification page

3) Project description

4) Proposed Budget Summary and instructions

5) Local Government Assurances signature page

6) Resolution of support from governmental agency/governing body

7) Support letters from state senator and state representative



COMMUNITY WATER ENRICHMENT FUND
2020-2021 GRANT APPLICATION

COVER PAGE

COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS: (Incomplete forms may disqualify or reduce a grant award.)

Government Fiscal Agency:

(Name of Municipality or Parish)

Address of

Local Government:

Physical Address of Project(s) (Including the 9-digit Zip Code):

Chief Elected Official:

(Mayor or Parish President’s Name)

Contact Person:

(If different from the head of government)

Phone Number: FAX:

Email Address:

Application Preparer:

(If different from the contact person)

Total Amount Requested: $

Federal Tax Identification Number:




CLASSIFICATION PAGE

COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS: Incomplete forms may disqualify or reduce a grant award.

Name of parish:

Name of municipality:

Population: please check the appropriate category based on most recent available census figures.

o village (1 - 999 citizens) population
] town (1,000 - 4,999 citizens) population
L1 city (5,000 - 35,000 citizens) population
O parish population

other local, state or federal government agencies/participants in project:

Is the proposed project located on publicly owned land? o yes ® no
If no, explain authority to apply

Type of water system: Public Private non-profit
Please note: Private for profit water systems are not eligible for funding

Legislative representation: please provide the names of the state senator and the state representative for
the area where the project will occur.

State senator(s):

State representative(s):




PROJECT DESCRIPTION

COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS: Incomplete forms may disqualify or reduce a grant award.

1. Describe how proposed project(s) will improve the health, safety, living conditions, and
quality of life of the community. Include the number of citizens that will be assisted by the
project.

2. Provide a detailed description of the proposed project(s). Specify the use of funds and the
location of project(s). Itemize any equipment to be purchased. For water lines, how many
feet, miles, or blocks?




PROPOSED BUDGET SUMMARY

COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS: (Incomplete forms may disqualify or reduce a grant award.)

Refer to instructions below for an explanation of the spending categories.

COLUMN 1 COLUMN 2 COLUMN 3 COLUMN 4 COLUMN5

SPENDING AMOUNT AMOUNT OF MATCH BY | SPECIFY OTHER FUNDS

CATEGORY REQUESTED FRoM | ANIZLNT 08 WAL ERSY | AND SOURCE (private, TOTAL
CWEF PROGRAM federal, other state monies)

CONSTRUCTION
COSTS

ACQUISITION OF
REAL PROPERTY
AND/OR
EQUIPMENT

OTHER
Explain Below

PROJECT
TOTAL

Instructions for Completing CWEF Proposed Budget Summary

Please use the following categories to show all project costs:

Construction Costs

Proposed project cost for construction projects. The CWEF program will pay for contract labor

only.

Cost of Proposed Acquisition of Real Property and/or Equipment

Expenditures for acquiring fixed assets including equipment.

Other Items

Proposed project costs not otherwise listed in the above categories.




Local Government Assurances

COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS: (Incomplete forms may disqualify or reduce a grant award.)

FISCAL ASSURANCES

1.

The local government agency (LGA) assures that all programs, activities, and expenditures of funds
conducted in association with this program are in direct compliance with the provisions of the
LGAP.

The LGA assures that funding received under the CWEF will not replace or reduce funding for
existing programs.

The LGA assures that it will provide for proper fiscal control and accounting procedures as may be
required for fiscal audit.

PROGRAMMATIC ASSURANCES

oa s

The LGA assures that it will comply with R.S. 24:513 (State Audit Law), and the State of Louisiana
public bidding procedures.

The LGA assures that, as applicable, it will comply with all federal and state laws, executive orders,
and/or regulations.

The recipient of this grant assures that elected officials or their family members will not receive
(directly or indirectly) any part of the funds awarded through this grant.

The LGA assures that no funds will be used on private property.

By acceptance of this grant, the LGA acknowledges that any CWEF grant will not be open beyond
three years from the effective date of the signed contract.

The recipient of the grant assures that funds requested in the grant will be used for the stated purpose
only and within the time frame stated. Proof of proper expenditure of these funds will be required
through invoices, canceled checks, copies of contracts, and other documentation. Failure to comply
with any part of this agreement will result in termination of this grant and require any funds paid to be
returned to the Office of Community Development.

I understand that, under state law, no reimbursement can be made for any invoices for work or purchases
before there is an executed written contract signed by both the local government and the division of
administration.

Signature of Chief Elected Official

Title

Print Name Here

Date
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