DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Agriculture and Forestry
Office of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences
Emerald Ash Borer Quarantine (LAC 7:XV.167)
In accordance with the emergency provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B), and the
authority of the state entomologist pursuant to R.S. 3:1652,
and in order to avoid a lapse in coverage until a permanent
rule is in effect, notice is hereby given that Department of
Agriculture and Forestry is adopting these emergency
regulations establishing a quarantine in Caddo Parish for the
following pest: Emerald Ash Borer (“EAB”), Agrilus
planipennis Fairmaire. The state entomologist has
determined that EAB has been found in Caddo Parish and
may be prevented, controlled, or eradicated by quarantine.
EAB poses an imminent peril to the health and welfare of
Louisiana forests, commercial and private forestry/wood
product industries, and nursery growers due to its ability to
infest ash trees. In 2013, the wholesale value of woody
ornamental sales for nursery growers in the state was $62.6
million, a portion of which is comprised of sales of ash trees
(Louisiana State University AgCenter 2013 Louisiana
Summary, Agriculture and Natural Resources). Louisiana’s
forests and forestry/wood products industries generated an
output industry production value of $10.86 billion in 2012, a
portion of which is comprised of ash trees and ash tree
products (Louisiana State University AgCenter publication
3367-G, 2015). Sales of ash firewood by retail and
wholesale suppliers to private individuals also are important
to the state’s economy.
Natural spread of EAB is limited to relatively short
distances. However, without restriction, EAB can spread
through human-assisted means over long distances via
infested ash nursery stock, ash logs/timber and cut firewood.
Once an ash tree is infested, it experiences twig dieback and
tree decline. Tree death occurs within a few years. Failure to
prevent, control, or eradicate this pest threatens to damage
Louisiana’s commercial ash tree nursery industry, and over
time this pest poses a threat to destroy the majority of ash in
our state, both commercial and residential. The loss of the
state’s commercial nursery-grown ash trees, forestry/wood
ash products and even residential ash trees would be
devastating to the state’s economy and to its private citizens.
The quarantine established by this emergency regulation is
necessary to prevent the spread of EAB to all areas in
Louisiana where ash may exist, outside of the current areas
where this pest has been found.
For these reasons, the presence of EAB in Louisiana
presents an imminent peril to the health, safety and welfare
of Louisiana’s citizens and forests, the state’s commercial
and private forestry/wood product industries, and nursery
growers. As a result of this imminent peril, the Department
of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Forestry and Office of
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, hereby exercises
its full and plenary power pursuant to R.S. 3:1652 to deal
with crop and fruit pests and contagious and infectious crop
and fruit diseases by imposing the quarantines set out in
these emergency regulations.
This Rule shall have the force and effect of law upon
signature and will remain in effect 120 days, unless renewed

by the commissioner of agriculture and forestry or until
permanent rules are promulgated in accordance with law.
Title 7
AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS
Part XV. Plant Protection and Quarantine
Chapter 1.
Crop Pests and Diseases
Subchapter F. Emerald Ash Borer Quarantine
§167. Emerald Ash Borer Quarantine
A. - B.2. …
1. The entire parishes of Bienville, Bossier, Caddo,
Claiborne, Jackson, Morehouse, Lincoln, Ouachita, Union
and Webster.
B.2. - G. …
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
3:1652, 3:1653.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental
Sciences, LR 41:2577 (December 2015), amended LR 43:245
(February 2017), amended LR 44:1589 (September 2018), LR 45:
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