
NOTICE OF INTENT 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

Removal of Abandoned Crab Traps (LAC 76:VII.367) 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with the 
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., and 
through the authority granted in R.S. 56:322(N), that the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission proposes to amend LAC 
76:VII.367 to temporarily close a portion of state inside 
waters to the use of crab traps in order to facilitate the 
removal of abandoned crab traps in these waters.  

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has amended the 
provisions in LAC 76:VII.367 governing the locations of 
temporary crab trap closures to address problems in portions 
of state waters resulting from large numbers of abandoned 
and derelict crab traps (Louisiana Register, Volume 30, 
Number 1; Volume 31, Number 1; Volume 32, Number 2; 
Volume 33, Number 1; Volume 34, Number 1; Volume 36; 
Number 1; Volume 38, Number 1; Volume 38, Number 12; 
Volume 40, Number 1). The Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission now proposes to amend the provisions to 
describe a new portion of state waters to be temporarily 
closed to the use of crab traps for the purpose of conducting 
a crab trap cleanup. 

Title 76 
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII.  Fish and Other Aquatic Life 
Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery 
§367. Removal of Abandoned Crab Traps 

A. The use of crab traps shall be prohibited from 6 a.m., 
Friday, February 20, 2015 through 6 a.m. Sunday, March 1, 
2015 within that portion of Cameron Parish as described 
below. 

1. From a point originating at the Louisiana/Texas 
state line at the mouth of the Sabine River; thence northward 
along the Louisiana/Texas state line through the Sabine 
River and Sabine Lake; thence northward along the 
Louisiana/Texas state line through the Sabine River to the 
intersection of the Sabine River and the northern shore of the 
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW); thence eastward along 
the northern shore of the GIWW to 93 degrees 37 minutes 
00 seconds West longitude; thence southward along 93 
degrees 37 minutes 00 seconds West longitude to a point 
along the inside-outside shrimp line as defined in R.S. 
56:495(A); thence westward along the inside-outside shrimp 
line and terminating at the Louisiana/Texas state line and 
mouth of the Sabine River.  

B. All crab traps remaining in the closed area during the 
specified period shall be considered abandoned. These trap 
removal regulations do not provide authorization for access 
to private property; authorization to access private property 
can only be provided by individual landowners. Crab traps 
may be removed only between one-half hour before sunrise 
to one-half hour after sunset. Anyone is authorized to 
remove these abandoned crab traps within the closed area. 
No person removing crab traps from the designated closed 
areas during the closure periods shall possess these traps 
outside of the closed area. The Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission authorizes the secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to designate disposal sites. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
56:332(N). 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 
30:101 (January 2004), amended LR 31:108 (January 2005), LR 
32:266 (February 2006), LR 33:113 (January 2007), LR 34:97 
(January 2008), LR 36:77 (January 2010), LR 38:146 (January 
2012), LR 38:12 (December 2012), LR 40:96 (January, 2014), 
amend by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission, LR 40: 

The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
is authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of 
the commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of 
Intent and final Rule, including but not limited to, the filing 
of the Fiscal and Economic Impact statement, the filing of 
the Notice of Intent and final Rule and the preparation of 
reports and correspondence to other agencies of government. 

Family Impact Statement 
In accordance with Act 1183 of 1999 Regular Session of 

the Louisiana Legislature, the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby issues 
its Family Impact Statement in connection with the 
preceding Notice of Intent. This Notice of Intent will have 
no impact on the six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B). 

Poverty Impact Statement 
The proposed rulemaking will have no impact on poverty 

as described in R.S. 49:973. 
Provider Impact Statement 

This Rule has no known impact on providers as described 
in HCR 170 of 2014. 

Public Comments 
Interested persons may submit written comments relative 

to the proposed Rule to Mr. Martin Bourgeois, Marine 
Fisheries Biologist DCL-B, Marine Fisheries Section, P.O. 
Box 189, Bourg, LA 70343, or via email to 
mbourgeois@wlf.la.gov prior to November 1, 2014. 

 
Billy Broussard 
Chairman 

 
FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT 

FOR ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 
RULE TITLE:  Removal of Abandoned Crab Traps 

 
I. ESTIMATED IMPLEMENTATION COSTS (SAVINGS) TO 

STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS (Summary) 
The proposed rule change will have no impact on state or 

local governmental unit expenditures. 
II. ESTIMATED EFFECT ON REVENUE COLLECTIONS OF STATE 

OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS (Summary) 
The proposed rule change is anticipated to have no impact 

on revenue collections of the state or local governmental units. 
III. ESTIMATED COSTS AND/OR ECONOMIC BENEFITS TO 

DIRECTLY AFFECTED PERSONS OR NONGOVERNMENTAL 
GROUPS (Summary) 

The proposed rule change would prohibit the use of crab 
traps within a portion of southwestern Louisiana from 6:00 
a.m., February 20, 2015 through 6:00 a.m., March 1, 2015. 
Crab fishermen who utilize the area proposed for closure will 
incur lost fishing time during the designated period and be 
subject to additional costs from having to temporarily remove 
their traps.  These impacted crab fishermen must either move 
their traps to adjacent open fishing areas or remove their traps 
from the water for the duration of the closure.  If the traps are 
not removed within the allotted time, they will be destroyed, 
potentially creating an additional cost to replace the traps for 
noncompliant fishermen.  
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Local seafood dealers, processors and consumers may 
experience a slight decrease in the availability of fresh crabs 
during the closure, resulting in a slightly higher price for fresh 
crabs in the short term.  However, the crab resource will not be 
lost or harmed in any way and will be available for harvest 
when the closed area is reopened. 

Recreational saltwater anglers, commercial fishermen and 
individuals who operate vessels within the designated area may 
realize minimal positive benefits from the removal of 
abandoned crab traps, since encounters with abandoned traps 
often result in lost fishing time and damage to the vessel’s 
lower unit and/or fishing gear.  The removal of abandoned crab 
traps will reduce the mortality of and injuries to crabs and by-
catch that become trapped and die in these traps.  Thus, the 
removal of abandoned crab traps should provide improved 
fishing and reduced fishing costs.   

The overall impact of the proposed area closure is 
anticipated to be minimal, since the duration of the closure is 
only for nine days during the lowest harvest time of the year, 
and adjacent waters will remain open for crab fishermen to 
continue to fish. 

IV. ESTIMATED EFFECT ON COMPETITION AND EMPLOYMENT 
(Summary) 

Since waters adjacent to the closure area will remain open 
for crab harvest and fishermen who fish during this time period 
are expected to relocate their traps, effects on competition and 
employment are expected to be negligible. 

 
Bryan McClinton Evan Brasseaux 
Undersecretary Staff Director 
1409#076 Legislative Fiscal Office 
 


